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Focus of the presentation
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Why the population census?
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Source: United Nations,  World’s Women 2005:  Progr ess in Statistics

Majority of the countries that did not conduct a 
census in 2000 round are in Africa



Essential features of a census
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Individual enumeration implies…
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The principle of universality within a 
defined territory ensures that….
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Simultaneity…
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What the census provides…
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Ghana 2000 Population/Housing Census
Basic characteristics of individuals
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Ghana 2000 Population/Housing Census
Basic characteristics (2)
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Ghana 2000 Population/Housing Census
Additional information…
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Many countries/areas have still a long 
way from complete registration

Source: United Nations,  World’s Women 2005:  Progr ess in Statistics

Like Ghana, many countries have to rely on the 
census for measures of fertility and mortality



Summary of the Ghana 2000 PHC 
coverage
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What is available on children from the 
census
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Prospects for getting more on children 
from the population census
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The census as a source of data on 
critical issues for children…?
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Introduce specific questions
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Additional questions in the main census
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Other difficulties … derived from the 
major strengths of the census

� (
�����������������������- ������
��


��
��������
����������
�
������
��
� ����������

������������
��������
��


���������	��	������@
� A��������)������
�����
�
��
��
		�

*���
������*
������
�
�����������
�
�	����

� .���
�����	
��
���
���
�����
����

��
�����������	�����
������



What the census does not do well…
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Defined periodicity… the potential 
problem
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Ten years still to long …

� ���������
������������
������
����
������������	���
 ���������@ �����
���	��
�������*����
�������

��
��
�����
����������������
����
	�

� '������	��*�������*	������
��������
�������
������
	��#�
�	���
������
���	���
�������	���$�



There is need for direct and more in-
depth reporting …
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So what can be done…?
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So what can be done…(2)?
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