
Technical Consultation on

Making children visible in routine surveys

UNICEF Innocenti Research Centre

Florence, 26-27 July 2007



2

Background

• Research on understanding child wellbeing/child poverty needs of
suitable data

• The multidimensionality of wellbeing/poverty  requires a variety of 
tools and a wide range of indicators

• The debate of indicators on children, or relevant for analyzing child 
wellbeing, accelerated since the 1980s (Ben Ariel 2007), with a 
perspective which broadened from traditional domains (survival and 
education) to include new domains (including the quality of life). From 
well-becoming (related to the transition to adulthood) to well-being 
(assuming that childhood is a note only the phase of transition to 
adulthood). From “negative” to include also “positive” aspects of child 
life.
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Child well-being / Child poverty
• Multimensionality of child well-being

Examples: Innocenti Report Card n.7 “An overview of child wellbeing in rich countries”, 
reporting indicators on 6 domains of child wellbeing (material wellbeing, health, 
education, peer and family relations, healthy and risky behaviours, subjective well-
being) and Innocenti Social Monitor 2006 “Understanding Child Poverty in SEE/CIS”

• Children in different, complex and multiple contexts / multiple identity 
(family, peer groups, school, neighbourhood, community / child, 
friend, student, migrant / children and public services, policies etc.)

• Childhood specificity [child wellbeing/poverty is different from adult 
wellbeing/poverty]:  age/time, agency, role and impact of public
services
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Data and children

• Data, indicators and analysis need to reflect multidimensionality, 
compexity of contexts and identity and childhood specificity

• Data and analysis should identify the impact and the role of policies 
relevant for child wellbeing. [policy relevant indicators]

• Children at the core of the indicators. Children as the unit of 
observation

• Different nature of indicators in relation to the situation of children: 
outcomes, input/resources, process, policies…
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Main sources of data
• - Administrative data (collected during routine administrative process, e.g. 

vital events registrations, education enrollments, public service utilization, 
coverage of cash transfers). These data give information at large, they are 
often disaggregated by gender, age, location, but they do not permit cross 
section analysis, between different indicators/variables etc.

• [*]Census data (full enumeration of the population, aiming to provide detailed 
information on the structure of the population and its main characteristics 
from national level to very small levels of aggregation) 

• [*] Sample survey (designed to understand the situation and behaviors of 
the population and understand the impact of policies. They provide specific 
information (according to the specific aim of the survey) and they are suitable 
for wellbeing analysis, to understand individual and household decision 
making, to monitor wellbeing indicators, to evaluate the impact of policies.
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Sample surveys and censuses
• Surveys representative of the whole 

population/households
• Surveys collecting information o specific population 

groups

• Specific, single topic surveys
• Multi-topic surveys

• Sample size / representativeness at subnational levels

• Routine surveys / Non routine surveys
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Aim of this consultation

• Increase the “visibility” of children in routine survey data 
collection

• Capture the challenge and opportunities to better include 
children’s issues in routine surveys

• Stimulate a dialogue between analysts (doing research on 
child wellbeing) and survey designers

• … to influence the design of routine surveys to better 
include children’s issues
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Structure of the consultation

• Part A – Overview of survey instruments, their limitations and 
potentiality for analyzing children issue

- Household budget surveys
- MICS
- Child development surveys
- Censuses
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Structure of the consultation

• Part B – Specific children’s issues in surveys modules

- Vulnerability
- Child work
- Migration (impacts of migration on children)
- Access and use of public services: health and education
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Expected output and future steps

• Meeting report highlighting the main features of presentations and 
discussions (downloadable at the www.unicef-irc.org)

• Material to be disseminated to influence the debate on survey design.

• Follow-up consultation, including UNICEF Regional Offices


