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The 2006 UN-GA High Level Dialogue on 
International Migration & Development

� The HLD was an opportunity to address the issue of children’s 
rights absence from global migration policy formulation and 

program implementation

• Children are affected by Migration when they are:
– left behind by one or both migrating parents

– migrating with parents (or born abroad)

– migrating alone

– living in areas with high levels of migration

� There is a dearth of information on population movements by age;
little is known about the magnitude of children’s migration

• Improvement needed for more/better data collection



The 2006 UN-GA High Level Dialogue on 
International Migration & Development

More research and basic data are needed for devising social policies addressed to child protection

• The duration of migration, frequency of absent parents’ or relatives’ visits. 

• Reliable data on age and sex of the children, on the living conditions and expenditure patterns of 
households previous to the reception of remittances; assessment of changes in expenditure.

• Quality and rules of access of the public and private social institutions in areas of high out-migration. 

• Expectations of migrants and remaining adults on children’s development, gender, health&education

• Children’s expectations on their own future, as potential migrants or other life courses

• The economic and social consequences of gender differences in the composition of migration and the 
utilization and impact of remittances

• The role of gender in the acquisition of social capital previous and after migration, and its influence on 
the level and impact of remittances. 

• The impacts of “positive” and potentially “negative” social capital (i.e. gangs)

• The emergence of stigmatization of children of migrants

• The links between community based organizations, hometown associations and private and public 
institutions at the national and local level in remittance receiving areas. 

• UNICEF and partners should research long-established migrant communities that have achieved an 
important degree of economic and social security for women and children to determine what public 
policies contributed to the stabilization of those communities and to stem migration.



The Impact of International Migration on the 
Left-Behind

Why did the issue arise?

– Reliable national-level data about the prevalence and 
magnitude of international migration (of adults or 
children) and on those left behind are rare.

– Estimating these numbers is difficult due to a range of 
methodological problems (see Bilsborrow et al. 1997)



The Impact of International Migration on the 
Left-Behind

What are the implications of not having reliable an d/or 
valid data?

– Lack comparability among sources due to different 
uses of categories and formats 

– Limit the possibility to generalize the findings 
– Public policy formulation may rest on analyses that 

may lack reliability or validity and thus have potential 
implications regarding implementation and outcomes



The Impact of International Migration on the 
Left-Behind

What is UNICEF (HQ) doing to address the issue?
– Macro level : Partnership with UNDESA-Population 

Division to estimate global numbers of international 
migrant children broken down by gender and age

– Micro level : developing a survey instrument within 
the MICS framework to assess the impact of 
international migration on children left-behind. The 
idea is to pilot the collection of data to asses the 
impact of migration on children lives in the areas of: 
education, health, amount and use of remittances, 
and subjective well-being



Current research themes

The literature suggests the following themes (Whitehead 
and Hashim 2005, Yehoh et al. 2006):
1. Effects on children’s education and health
2. Remittances role in well-being and access to 

services
3. Psychological effect on children
4. Mental health
5. Family roles and communication



Pilot Project

Purpose: Assess the impact of migration on children 
left behind.

Project Duration: From Nov.2006 – December 2007

Participating Countries: 
UNICEF offices in Albania and Ecuador. Moldova, 
Mexico, Philippines are also involved(!)



Objectives of the pilot project

• To develop a survey instrument 

• To develop sampling recommendations

• To develop specific guidelines for implementation 

• To develop and improve country-specific migration data

• To document and disseminate experiences of the pilot 
project. A global consultation?

• To increase global, regional and national awareness 
and commitment towards recording international 
migration flows



Survey Instruments 

Progress and Challenges



Survey Instrument

• Design Issues
– Experiences NiDi-Eurostat, ILO Volume
– 2 Iterations (101 questions/82 questions)
– MICS: Economies of Scale by using existing modules 

(Education, child labor, health, etc.)

• Definitional issues 
– ILO and NiDi-Eurostat

• Sampling Recommendations
– Two-phase, multi-stage, stratified cluster
– Selection issues



Migration Survey: Sampling 
Recommendations

• Migration is a “rare phenomenon”

• To study the impact of international migration we need to have information 
from two groups:

– Migrant Households
– Non-Migrant Households

• Migrant Household: 
– A household in which at lest one parent (mother or father) who belongs or still is 

considered a member of that household has moved from the country of origin to 
a foreign country and has lived there for a continuous period of at least one 
year.

• Non-migrant Household:
– A household in which no parent has ever moved from the country of origin to a 

foreign country

• Two-phase sampling strategy used by Eurostat and NiDi



What does the Instrument tries to Accomplish?

Assess the impact of international migration on children 

left-behind

1. Characteristics: Place, employment, duration, 

documents

2. Material Dimension: Remittances, household 

characteristics

3. Immaterial Dimension: Life satisfaction and mental 

health



Modules included in the MICS Questionnaire

Optional Modules
–Additional Household Characteristics
–Security of Tenure and Durability of 
Housing Child Discipline
–Source and costs of supplies for 
Insecticide Treated Nets, ORS Packets, 
Antibiotics, and Antimalarials
–Contraception and Unmet Need 
–Attitudes Towards Domestic Violence
–Child Development
–Disability
–Maternal Mortality

Modules in the Women’s questionnaire
–Women’s information panel
–Child mortality
–Tetanus Toxoid
–Maternal and Newborn Health and Malaria 
prevention
–Marriage/Union and Polygamy
–Contraception
–Female genital mutilation/Cutting sexual 
behavior
–HIV/AIDS

Modules in the children under Five 
questionnaire

–Under-five child information panel
–Birth registration and early learning panel
–Vitamin A
–Breastfeeding
–Care of illness
–Malaria
–Immunization
–Anthropometry

Modules in the Household Questionnaire
–Household information panel
–Household listing 
–Education
–Water and sanitation
–Insecticide-Treated Nets
–Children Orphaned and Made Vulnerable 
by HIV/AIDS
–Salt Iodization



New listings

Belongs rather than 
“usually lives here…”



Immigrant CharacteristicsImmigrant Characteristics



Household Characteristics before MigrationHousehold Characteristics before Migration



RemittancesRemittances



Uses of RemittancesUses of Remittances



Collective Remittances and DebtCollective Remittances and Debt



Life Satisfaction

• Two components of subjective well-being:
– Affective (mental health)
– Cognitive (life satisfaction)

• Life satisfaction refers to a cognitive process by which 
individuals assess the quality of their lives (Shin & 
Johnson, 1978) by allowing them to assign different 
weights to different components of their lives (Diener et 
al., 1985)



Life Satisfaction

• The Brief Multi-dimensional Student’s Life Satisfaction 
Scale, BMSLSS   

• Building on the SWLS, the BMSLSS was designed to 
address the life satisfaction of children and youth ages 8 
to 18. The idea is to asses a child’s life satisfaction as a 
global evaluation by the person of his or her life and/or 
specific life domains (Diener et al. 1999). 



Brief MultidimensionalBrief Multidimensional
StudentStudent’’s Life Satisfaction s Life Satisfaction 
ScaleScale



Satisfaction withSatisfaction with
Life Scale Life Scale 



Mental HealthMental Health



Challenges

• The buy-in process
• Limited financial support
• Competing approaches and frameworks
• Increase demand for prompt measurement and results
• Importance of including in multi-purpose surveys rather 

than a stand alone survey
• Translation of results into policies and programmes



Next Steps

• Finalize questionnaire
• Training a la MICS
• Visit pilot countries (Ecuador/Albania)
• Analyze and present results
• Global consultation
• Scale up the process


