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Poverty and Exclusion Among Urban Children

Children and adolescents in Latin America
& the Caribbean are dispropotionately poor
Over half the children and adolescents in the region are poor and over half of
the total number of poor persons in the region are children and adolescents.

It is within such reality that national levels of poverty in the Region are
defined, particularly given that the average income for each country and
disparities in income distribution within the different segments of the
population mark the diverse forms in which poverty tends to craft unequal
chances for children and adolescents access to welfare and development. The
situation of employment of the head of family and secondary sources to
household income will largely determine factual accessibility to the above.
For instance, in 1999, the percentage of children aged 0-12 facing poverty
conditions in the Region was 59% (51% in urban areas and 80% in rural
areas). Should we consider the population between 0-19 years of age, the
proportion would slightly curb to a 56%. This means that over the half of the
Region’s children are poor: A 48% in urban areas against a 77% in rural
areas (1999).

Were the above averages applied to the estimated population for this region
in 2002, it would make over 220 million poor in Latin America (87 million
indigent). About 140 million would stand for urban population whilst 80
million to rural areas. It is estimated that some 83 million of those would be
children aged 0-12 and / or 120 million would represent children and
adolescents between 0-19 years of age facing poverty conditions in 2002.

Dissimilar manifestations of poverty in rural and urban areas: Child
labour in the Latin America and the Caribbean region

Children in the region start working at an earlier age, however, especially in
rural areas. Furthermore, some children work exclusively on domestic tasks,
sometimes to the exclusion of their education. Taking both these types of
activities, the number of workers under 15 years of age may be estimated at
some 20 million.
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Rural areas and the marginal areas of cities are the places where most child
and adolescents workers are to be found. At least 50% of such labor is in
peasant communities. In general, most working minors are in agricultural
activities, in the urban informal sector and in domestic work, with only a few
(some 10%) working in the formal sector of the economy. Insofar as the
formal and informal sectors are linked up with each other, however, this
leads to the indirect use of cheap labour in different levels of the production
system.

Prevalence of poverty varies greatly from one country to another. Thus,
Uruguay, Costa Rica and Cuba are among countries with minor incidence of
poverty, while on the other side lie countries as Honduras, Nicaragua and
Ecuador, where poverty has affected about 80% of children in the cities and
a 90% in rural areas.


