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The project to monitor the impact of economic anda change on children in
Eastern and Central Europe and the Commonwealtidependent States (MONEE)
was initiated at the UNICEF Innocenti Research f&eint 1992. The project seeks to
monitor, analyse and disseminate information omepuoc and social trends affecting
children’s rights and wellbeing in countries in tiegiion. A key feature of the Project
is a network of correspondents in the 27 Nationati§ical Offices (NSOs). On an
annual basis these correspondents complete arsesdatata template which in turn
is used for calculating indicators, supporting agsk of the project and, in due
course, being made publicly available as the TraosM database and in tables and
graphs of the Innocenti Social Monitor.

For a number of years, each participating NSO pegha Country Analytical Report
based on extensive outline from UNICEF IRC on &ed#nt theme on the situation of
children every year. These analytical reports h@esided valuable input into the
research at UNICEF IRC and, as significantly, halge served as important national
documents on monitoring aspects of child wellbemthe countries. Some of these
Country Analytical Reports have been issued byN8©s (in the national language)
as part of their publication programme.

UNICEF IRC attaches great value to these natiossgssments of the situation of
children and is committed to promote the effoms|uding through translating the
reports into English (where the submitted repost Ieen in Russian) and offering its
website to make them accessible to a wider researdience. The Country
Analytical Reports are owned and authored by thttoNal Statistical Offices and are
not the intellectual property of UNICEF (see below)

The opinions expressed are those of the authord@ndt necessarily reflect the policies or
view of UNICEF. The text has not been edited fdical publication standards and UNICEF
accepts no responsibility for errors. The desigmegiin thispublication do not imply an
opinion on legal status of any country or territayy of its authorities, or the delimitation of
frontiers
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1. INTRODUCTION

Administrative territorial Division of the Republic of Lithuania

Since 1995, based on the Law of the Republic ofilahia on Territorial
Administrative Units and their Borders the terntaf Lithuania has been divided into
administrative units: counties and municipalities.

There are 10 counties, as follows: Alytus, Kaurtdsjpéda, Marijampat,
PanexZys, Siauliai, Taurag TelSiai, Utena and Vilnius.

At the beginning of 2004 the territory of the Refiwlof Lithuania comprised
10 counties and 60 municipalities. Territories loé tounties included the following
municipalities:

The Alytus county included municipalities of Alytus town, Al district,
Druskininkai, Lazdijai district, Vana district;

The Kaunas county included municipalities of BirStonas, Jomadhistrict,
KaiSiadorys district, Kaunas city, Kaunas distri€gdainiai district, Prienai district,
Raseiniai district;

The Klaip éda county included municipalities of Klaida town, Klaigda
district, Neringa, Palanga town, Skuodas distBdtjte district;

The Marijampol é county included municipalities of Kalvarija, KazRida,
Marijampok, Sakiai district, Vilkaviskis district;

The Panewzys county included municipalities of Birzai districKupiskis
district, Panevezys town, Panevezys district, Rgs\district, Rokiskis district;

The Siauliai county included municipalities of Akméndistrict, Joniskis
district, Kelre district, Pakruojis district, Radvilidkis distrjcBiauliai town, Siauliai
district;

The Tauragé county included municipalities of Jurbarkas dattriPaggiai,
Silale district, Taurag district;

The TelSiai county included municipalities of Mazeikiai distri Plung

district, Rietavas, TelSiai district;

The Utena county included municipalities of Any&&i district, Ignalina
district, Moktai district, Utena district, Visaginas, Zarasatdct;

The Vilnius county included municipalities of Elektrai, Satininkai district,
Sirvintos district, Svetionys district, Trakai district, Ukmeégdistrict, Vilnius city,
Vilnius district.

The administrative units consist from residentralas. The residential areas of
the Republic of Lithuania are divided into urbam aaral residential areas. Towns are
attributed to urban residential areas and smalihtoand villages are attributed to
rural residential areas. There are 103 cities amth$ and 21.8 rural type settlements.

The municipalities (but not all of them) are diwideto wards. The wards are
structural territorial unit of the municipal admstriation. Municipalities covered 506
“senianija” (or wards - the smallest administrative units), of which 468re rural
ones.

NUTS1 — Lithuania

NUTS2 — Lithuania

NUTS3 — counties (10)
NUTS4 — municipalities (60)
NUTS5 — neighbourhood (506)



2. POPULATION AND DEMOGRAPHIC CHANGE

At the outset of 2004 in Lithuania lived 3445.9dkand inhabitants. Counties
of Lithuania differ greatly in the number of poptida. A quarter of the population
has been concentrated in the Vilnius county while-fifth in the Kaunas county. The
smallest counties are TaugagrelSiai, Utena, Alytus and Marijam@olThey count
from 3.9 to 5.4 per cent of the population. The banof the population has declined
since 1995 by 197.1 thousand or 5 per cent. Duhisgperiod changes in the number
of population in counties was not even. The mosiblé decrease was recorded in
such counties as Utena (8.9 per cent), Patysv(6.9 per cent), Alytus (6.6 per cent),
Kaunas (6.5 per cent) and Siauliai (6.3 per centtjle the least fall was observed in
such counties as Klaida and TelSiai (by 3.6 per cent in each), Marijalégs.9 per
cent), Vilnius (4.1 per cent) and Tauéd® per cent).

At the beginning of 2004 the number of females a228.5 thousand higher
than that of males (1837.2 thousand and 1608.7stmul) respectively). Females
accounted for 53.3 per cent of total population ped 1000 males there fell 1142
females (1121 at the beginning of 1995). At theifmr@gg of 2004 the ratio of males
and females in counties was uneven. The bulk oafesper 1000 males fell in such
counties as Kaunas (1168), Vilnius (1166), Pahgs (1145) and Siauliai (1136),
while the least number was recorded in such cosiatseAlytus (1092), Marijampol
(1100) and Taurag(1107).

At the outset of 2004 cities counted 2297.4 thods@®.7 per cent) of the
country’s population. Other 1148.5 thousand (033%r cent) lived in rural areas.
The number of urban population within the periodl895-2004 contracted by 160.8
thousand or 6.5 per cent. Counties differ greatlyerms of the number of urban
population. At the beginning of 2004 Vilnius courtywns counted even 78.2 per
cent of the county’s population, Klaga 73.1, Kaunas 72.2, while towns of the
Taurag county had just 40.8 and the Marijampalounty 49.4 per cent of the
population. Five largest cities (Vilnius, Kaunadailieda, Siauliai and Panékys)
have accumulated over half of the country’s popotat(59 per cent). At the
beginning of 2004 in the Vilnius city there lived 51 thousand inhabitants (23.6 per
cent of urban or 15.7 per cent of Lithuania’s pagioh) and in Kaunas 368.9
thousand (16.1 per cent of urban or 10.7 per cetfiteocountry’s population).

Density of the population in Lithuania is 53 persquer square kilometre.
Territorial location of the largest cities makesiapact on the population density in
counties. The most densely populated counties\4heius (87 persons per square
kilometre), Kaunas (86), Klagpla (74), while the least densely populated ones are
Utena (25) and Taurad30).

Average age of Lithuania’s males is by 4.8 yeamstsh than that of females,
i.e. at the beginning of 2004 average age of makes35.4 years and that of females
40.2 years. Average age of males in all countidswer than that of females. The
difference is most visible in Utena (5.3 years) &ahevzys (5.2 years) counties,
while the least notable difference is in countiéKtaipéda (4.3 years) and Vilnius
(4.6 years).

With a decline in the number of population in Lig#mia age composition of
the population has also altered. The number ofiadml (aged 0-17 years) has been
rapidly decreasing. At the beginning of 2004 inhuinia lived 775.2 thousand
children, i.e. 22.5 per cent of total populatiorve®the nine-year period the number
of children has contracted by more than one-fifthe share of children as compared



with the total number of population in counties wvitas highest in counties of TelSiai
(26.0 per cent), Taurag25.6 per cent) and Marijamgo(25.1 per cent), while the
lowest one in counties of Vilnius (20.6 per cettjena (21.4 per cent) and Kaunas
(21.8 per cent). The number of children decreasallicounties during the period of
1995-2004: by more than a quarter in the Vilniusnty and by almost one-fifth in
Kaunas and Utena counties.

At the outset of 2004 the working-age populatioriithuania accounted for
60.9 per cent as compared with the total numbgvopiulation. Distribution of this
age population by county is not even. The bulkhefworking-age population fell per
Vilnius (63.8 per cent), Klaiga (61.7 per cent) and Kaunas (61.3 per cent) ezsunt

The share of elderly population (aged 60 yearscwmed) as compared with the
total number of population has been on the incraasethe process of “ageing” has
turned more intensive. At the beginning of 2004 yapon aged 60 years and over
made up 20.3 per cent of the total population (pe#cent at the beginning of 1995).
The highest share of the said age population wasrded in Utena (23.7 per cent),
Panegzys (22.2 per cent), Alytus (22.0 per cent), Mamipok (21.2 per cent) and
Taurag (21.0 per cent) counties.

In 2003 birth was given to 30.6 thousand infants,by 584 infants more than
in 2002 and per 1000 population there fell 8.9 wthl. However, the number of
births over 1995-2002 decreased as much as 1.4.tim@002 per 1000 population
fell 8.6, while in 1995 11.4 of births. Total feitly rate (the number of births per 1000
population) in 2003 was lower than the countryis:Utena (7.5 %o), Vilnius and
Paneezys (8.6 %o), Alytus and Kaunas (8.8 %.) countiesth@ Marijampad county
per 1000 population fell 10.1 of births, i.e. thighest indicator observed in counties.
Total fertility rate (average number of childrenhish females might give birth to
during their reproductive period) in the period1®5-2002 declined by one-fifth. It
slightly ascended in 2003 and stood at 1.26. Sutdwabirth rate does not secure
changes in generations. In 2003 the lowest totdlife rate was in Vilnius (1.09),
Kaunas (1.18), Klakda and Utena (1.24) counties. In 1995-2003 thd fettlity
rate in counties of Kaunas, TelSiai, Tauramd Siauliai went down by more than
one-fifth.

In 2003, per 1000 population fell 11.9 and in 19955 of deaths. In 2003
mortality rate was the highest in Utena (14.7 %auibg (13.1 %), Marijampal
(12.8 %0), Paneizys (12.6 %o0) and Alytus (12.5 %o) counties. Socialelopment,
healthiness of the population and mortality ratebést reflected by average life
expectancy. This is the number of years, indicagirapable average length of life of
every person, provided mortality rate of every ggaup of the population during the
expected life remains unchanged. In 2003 averdgeekpectancy of the country
totalled 72.2 years with the notable differencenaein male and female average life
expectancy remaining 11.4 years (66.5 for males7an@ years for females). Average
male life expectancy was lower the country’s averagsuch counties as Tauéag
(64.6 years), TelSiai (64.8 years), Utena (65.Is)eand Marijampal (66.0 years). In
the period of 1995-2003 average male life expegtamew in all counties, i.e. the
most visible rise was noted in Kaunas (4.5 yed&aheezys (3.8 years), Alytus and
Vilnius (by 3.6 years in each) counties. Averagadk life expectancy was lower the
country’s average in such counties as Siauliai Baarag (77.3 years), Utena (77.6
years), Vilnius (77.7 years) and Kaunas (77.8 yea&nerage female life expectancy
over the period of 1995-2003 has also ascendedt dMasdl it grew in Klaigda (3.8
years), Vilnius (3.4 years) and Kaunas (3 yearsinties. The biggest difference in



average life expectancy of males and females wasreéd in TelSiai (13.4 years),
Taurag (12.7), Marijampadi (12.2) and Klaipda (11.9 years) counties.

By the data of the Population Census 2001, theredli1l1l5 different
ethnicities in Lithuania, of which Lithuanians madg 83.5 per cent of total
population, Poles 6.7 per cent, Russians 6.3 paf, 8elarussians 1.2 per cent and
Ukrainians 0.7 per cent. The Jew, German, Tatawridm and Roma minorities each
accounted for about 0.1 per cent. Compared to dipe:lBtion Census 1989 data, there
was a decrease in the population of all ethnicities

By the data of the recent census, the Pole populdtas become the largest
ethnical minority. The number of the Russian mityofell by 124.7 thousand (36.2
per cent), that of the Ukrainian by 22.3 thousa#8.§ per cent), followed by the
Belarussian and Jew minorities with a drop of 28@usand (32.1 per cent) and 8.4
thousand (67.7 per cent), respectively.

Lithuanians in all counties are in the majority d¢ab 94 per cent or more),
except Vilnius, Utena and Klaiga counties. By the census 2001 data, Lithuanians
accounted for 54.9 per cent of the Vilnius coungpydation, proportion of Pole
residents was 25.4 percent, Russians made up &fidept, in the Utena county 77.1,
4.5 and 13.4 per cent, respectively and in thep&ta county 84.2, 0.3 and 11.4,
respectively.

During the census 2001, 962.6 thousand familiesewamumerated. The
average family size was 3.18 persons. The averagdyf size in urban and rural
areas differed insignificantly. Families in ruraleas were somewhat larger (3.32
persons) than in urban areas (3.11 persons).

The average family in some counties was larger thiimuania’'s average
family. The largest families were observed in Mampot (3.29 persons), Taurag
(3.29 persons) and TelSiai (3.25) counties. Thellestdamilies were in Utena (3.08
persons) and Pangkys (3.13) counties.

3. REGIONAL ECONOMIC STRUCTURE

2002 year Gross domesticStructure of value added of counties
product (GDP) per economic sector
capita
in Compa- Agricul- | Industry| Services Total
thousan¢ redto | ture, and
LTL | average,forestry, construcr
% fishing | tion

National total 14.9 100.0 7.0 29.9 63.1 100.0
The Alytus county 115 77.2 9.2 34.5 56.3 100.0
The Kaunas county 14.0 94.2 6.3 31.3 62.4 100.0
The Klaipzda county 16.1 108.5 4.9 30.3 64.8 100.0
The Marijampot county 9.9 66.5 21.6 26.8 51.7 100.0
The Pane#zys county 12.9 86.6 12.1 36.8 511 100.0
The Siauliai county 11.0 74.0 15.1 26.2 58.7  100.0
The Taurag county 8.6 57.8 20.1 24.2 55.7 100.0
The TelSiai county 12.4 83.6 8.2 45.1 46.7 100.0
The Utena county 12.3 82.7 7.7 46.5 45.8 100.0
The Vilnius county 21.3 143.3 2.4 24.6 73.0 100.0




The above results show that differentiation amamgnties is marked enough.
For example, the per capita GDP in the Vilniausntpus more than twice as big as
that in Marijampat and Taurag counties. In Alytus, Marijampe] Siauliai and
Taurag counties GDP per capita made up 80 per cent ofdiatry’s average. The
Vilnius county (143.3 per cent) and the Kiada county (108.5 per cent) as in
previous years continue to maintain the leades#tipas.

The service sector takes the biggest part as cadpaith other sectors by
county. It is distinctly visible from figures ondhvilnius county (73.0 per cent). In
the Marijampat and Taurag counties the bulk of value added is generated by
agriculture, forestry and fishing sector (21.6 gent and 20.1 per cent, respectively).

Differences in the development of Lithuania’'s coesitare marked and have
tendency to widen. The Vilniaus county is a leadderms of total capital investment
and foreign direct investment (FDI). As of 1 Jaryu2004, FDI in the Vilniaus county
amounted to about LTL 8127.0 million (59 per cekunas and Klaiua counties
take the second and the third positions, with LTB49.4 million (14 per cent) and
LTL 1547.4 million (11 per cent), respectively. Fmmmparison, the FDI level in the
Taurag county was LTL 22.6 million (0.2 per cent) and Marijampok county LTL
78.2 million (0.6 per cent). In the remaining caestthe FDI was lower than the
national average.

4. LABOUR MARKET SITUATION BY REGIONS

Significant disparities in unemployment rate by mites have been observed.
According to the data of the Labour Force SurvelS) conducted by Statistics
Lithuania, average national annual unemploymet ira2003 reached 12.4 per cent.
The highest unemployment rate was registered li§ig16.5 per cent), Utena (15.3
per cent) and Alytus (13.6 per cent) counties, #nedlowest unemployment rate in
Marijampok (7.6 per cent) and Tauragd.5 per cent) counties, where the majority of
residents are employed in the agricultural sector.

In 2003, according to the Lithuanian Labour Exclerdata, the highest
registered unemployment rate was as high as theshanerage value in the country
(10.3 per cent), i.e. 21 per cent in Mazeikiairtistand 23 per cent in Druskininkai
municipalities. At the same time the lowest registeunemployment rate was twice
as low as the country’s average, amounting to 4r9cpnt in the Trakai district and
5.0 per cent in the Vilnius city municipalities.

The major regional development disparities in Lithia are between urban
centres (primarily Vilnius and Klaggla as well as other large cities of the country)
and rural areas (the periphery). The disparitiesewmused by the following main
reasons: a better-developed infrastructure of udsnmires, in particular the public
transport system and thus, a significantly strorsgwice sector. Besides, there are
differences in the structure of the secondary eeongector (industry). In the biggest
cities a large part (in terms of production, labfmrce resources, etc.) belongs to new,
relatively modern branches of industry, while intia¢ capacities in peripheral
regions are to a great extent “inherited” from pgases and obsolete. Disparities in
the labour force qualifications are also big.

Due to all the measures implemented in the arettshighest unemployment
the reduction of the annual unemployment rate wagshmmore rapid than the
country’s average. According to the Lithuanian Lab&xchange data, in 2003 the



officially registered unemployment rate gap betwedke highest and the lowest
average annual unemployment rate at the county leae reduced from 7.2 to 5.9
percentage points, and at the municipality levélom 20 to 17.7 percentage points.
At the end of 2003 Lithuania had only 2 areas whbeeregistered unemployment
rate exceeded the 20 per cent threshold.

The new measure of the active labour market pafiglemented in Lithuania
is the projects of Local Employment Initiatives @). The projects allow joining
efforts of local communities, companies, institnSand social partners envisaging to
increase the employment of the municipality resisieimd create new jobs to employ
the unemployed registered with local labour excleang

In 2003, through the process of implementationhaf PLEI, 791 jobs were
created (in 2001 — 151 jobs, in 2002 — 377 jobs}otal, the number of jobs created
within the three years of the local employmentantives is 1310.

As a result of the PLEI implementation, 2.8-3.0ub@and new job places are
expected to be created in the period of 2004-2006.

To curb unemployment in regions with the highesemployment, the
population mobility within the country should benstilated. Traditionally internal
territorial mobility of the population of Lithuaniis insignificant: between 1990 and
2003 about 1.9 per cent of the country’s residehenged their place of residence.
The main centres of migration of the population aitges in which demand for
workforce is higher.

Territorial mobility of rural residents is conditied by rising transport costs,
underdeveloped housing market in the country, ligbes for apartments in cities
and dependence of part of rural residents’ actiziaind income on small household.
Moreover, the bulk of rural unemployed or part-tiagricultural employees have no
vocational education necessary for occupying jotamaies in towns. Therefore, it is
forecasted that in the meantime agriculture wilnaén the principal sphere of
economic activity of rural residents. Concurrentlgcational training and mobility of
rural residents, particularly of youth, which forntise basis for their territorial
mobility, will be promoted.

Differences in average gross earnings among caurdi® observed in
Lithuania. The highest average gross earnings leas learned by employees in
Vilnius and Utena counties; whereas the lowest @aesed by employees in Tauéag
and Marijampat counties.

The largest proportion of the whole economy’s emeés (35.2 per cent in
2002) worked in the Vilnius county. Average grossnéngs were by 16.2 per cent
higher than the average in the whole economy i220le highest average gross
earnings were recorded in public administration &ndncial intermediation in the
Vilnius county.

The average gross earnings in the Utena county mgher as compared with
the average gross earnings in the whole econoroy, Tiois is stipulated by the fact
that the nuclear power-station is located in thentyp.

Employees of sole proprietorships earned the loeastings. The least part of
employees working in sole proprietorships compatedthe total number of
employees in the appropriate county were in Vilremsl Kaunas counties; whereas
the bulk of such employees were in Tadragd Siauliai counties.

The Taurag county is the smallest one in terms of the nundfezmployees
in Lithuania. About one-fifth of the county’s emgk®es work in sole proprietorships,
where earnings made up 41.4 per cent of averagss grarnings in the county in



2002. Average monthly gross earnings in manufaoguand in wholesale and retalil
trade (in those working almost 36.6 per cent engdgy in this county were the
lowest compared to the average monthly gross egsrimthe said sections in other
counties.

The Marijampot county is one of the smallest counties, too. Ghlyper cent
of the whole economy’s employees worked in thisntpun 2002. About one-fourth
of employees worked in manufacturing and earnedetoaverage gross earnings
compared to the county’'s average and average in whele economy in
manufacturing.

5. EDUCATION

Education and training are one of the most importactors defining the life
quality of the population, human resources and eton development of the country.
Despite visible achievements in the system of etiluc@bserved over the last decade
as well as the new Law on Education passed in 20@®2gerous problems still remain
unsolved with some new ones entering into the scBme number of children, facing
problems of adaptation at school, lacking motivatifor learning or owing to
unfavourable social conditions not attending sch@aslall has been on the rise.

Statistical data for the period of 1995-2003 derrates a rising need for pre-
school training. The number of children trainedpat-primary establishments as
compared with the number of children of the redpecige has been on the increase.
In 1995 pre-primary education establishments wdtended by 30.1 per cent of
Lithuania’s children aged 1-6 years, in 2003 thigufe equalled 47.7 per cent.
Attendance at rural and urban pre-primary educatgtablishments differs: in 2003
pre-primary establishments in urban areas weraddteby 66.2 per cent and in rural
areas by 14.1 per cent of children aged 1-6 yeédegor impact on the increasing
attendance at pre-primary education establishmeats exerted by legalisation of
full-scale pre-primary education, which aimed aation of equal possibilities for all
children with different needs as well as for thegeo did not attend pre-primary
education establishments (in rural areas in pdsifto prepare for school. However,
the share of children attending pre-primary edocatstablishments significantly
differed by county: in 1995, the Vilnius county ctwed the highest number of
children attending pre-primary education establishits (37.7 per cent), the lowest
number was recorded in the Tauragunty (15.0 per cent). Rather similar situation
continued in 2003: the share of children attendipge-primary education
establishments in the Vilnius county stood at 52 gent, which was almost twice
higher than the one observed in the Taéregunty (25.2 per cent). Over the said
period attendance of pre-primary education estafients has grown in all counties
by 14 per cent on average.

Following the rise in the demand for pre-primaryueation, the number of
places in them was increased and general schoblgpsadditional groups. In 2003
per 100 children aged 1-6 years fell 42 places f2&es in 1995) in pre-primary
establishments and groups in general schools. Thed places for the said age-
group of children fell per Vilnius (52), Klagda (49) and Alytus (44) counties, while
the least fell per the Tauragounty (21).

Although an ever-growing share of pre-school ag#d@n attended pre-
primary establishments, general number of childrempre-primary establishments
demonstrated insignificant changes and as compaitbd1995 decreased by 1 per
cent totalling 89.5 thousand. This was also infagghby the fact that the number of



pre-school age children in Lithuania has been khrgnin general: from 1995 until
2003 the number of children aged 1-6 years deatlebgel03.6 thousand or by 10
thousand in each county on average. The numbehilufren attending pre-primary
establishments increased only in Alytus, Marijanépd®aurag and TelSiai counties.

As compared with 1995 the number of pre-primaryaldghments in
Lithuania contracted from 729 to 672 (by 8 per Lehhis number fell in all counties,
the TelSiai county being an exception to that. flaenber of establishments in the
Utena county shrunk by even 40 per cent. In 2008w0sal all pre-school
establishments belonged to municipalities andffust were non-public ones: three of
them operated in the Vilnius county and one in Kla@inas county. The non-public
pre-primary establishments educated just 0.3 pet o€ total number of children
attending pre-primary establishments.

Owing to a lower birth rate less and less childeater first-form training at
secondary schools. As compared with the 2000—-2@@ibmaic year, the number of
first-formers decreased by 17 per cent. Schoolsal ranes in particular, became
deserted. In 2003, due to the small number of mdmicertain classes were missing or
joint classes were formed in 775 schools of Lithaatn such cases one teacher
simultaneously worked with elder and younger pupilserefore, since 2001, taking
into consideration demographic trends observediinuania as well as striving to
more rationally use the funds, reorganisation @& tietwork of general education
schools has been started. Schools underwent résafjan: some were merged
(integrated), while others were closed (liquidatethe number of general schools
over the last decade contracted from 2361 to 183218 per cent). As a result,
average number of students at school and averagberwf students per one teacher
was growing. In 1995 one teacher had on averade While in 2003 — 12.4 students.
Ten new general schools were built and 48 renoviat202—-2003.

The ratio of teachers and students in general schits full - time education

| 1995 | 2002 | 2003

Total 11.5 12.3 12.4
The Alytus county 11.8 12.6 12.4
The Kaunas county 11.5 12.4 12.8
The Klaipzda county 11.8 12.9 12.9
The Marijampa¢ county 11.3 12.5 13.0
The Pane#zys county 11.2 12.8 12.9
The Siauliai county 11.8 12.5 12.6
The Taurag county 10.7 12.3 11.9
The TelSiai county 12.5 13.1 13.3
The Utena county 10.2 11.2 11.3
The Vilnius county 11.6 11.7 11.7

There are 19 non-public schools of general edutatath 2.2 thousand
pupils learning in them (in 1995 there were 20 sthand 1.1 thousand pupils). The
bulk falls per secondary and basic schools (1#hpabh in 1995 the majority fell per
primary schools (13). Non-public general schoolsoaat for 1 per cent of the total
number of schools of general education with 0.4geett of students learning in them.
Almost half of non-public general schools operatehie Vilnius county, with 1.1 per
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cent of the county’s students learning in them2@®3 non-public general schools
operated only in five counties. In 2003 in highenspublic schools, i.e. colleges and
universities there were 11.9 thousand or 7 per @khigher school students. The bulk
of non-public schools in which young people coubdjidre speciality or profession
are in the Vilnius county (10 or 44 per cent), WBtR per cent of the county’s students
learning in them. The Klagaa county’s four non-public colleges and one nobkpu
university count 13.9 per cent of the county’s stutd. No non-public schools exist in
the Taurag county.

Non-public schools
Beginning of the academic year

General | Vocational | Professional | Colleges| Universities| Total
schools | schools colleges

Schools

1995-1996 20 1 15 - - 36
2000-2001 20 1 14 3 4 42
2002-2003 18 1 9 9 4 41
2003-2004 19 2 4 11 6 42
Students

1995-1996 1092 145 1860 - - 3097
2000-2001 1744 42 4022 575 722 7105
2002-2003 1957 19 1826 5281 1259 10342
2003-2004 2201 38 324 8319 3599 14481

Children and young people in Lithuania are obligedomplete the 10-years
duration compulsory education and receive basicatihn, or study until they are 16
years. According to the latest Population censta, da 2001 compulsory education
not attended by 5.2 thousand or 1.1 per cent ddreni from 7 to 16 years.

Drop-outs of students from schools is a loss toetthgcation system. Annual
statistical data on schools demonstrate that dummegacademic year from 1-9 classes
drop out 4-5 thousand or 1 per cent of pupils oarage among which two-thirds
account for elder pupils (5-9 classes). In additmthat, each year over 3 thousand (1
per cent) of pupils of 1-9 classes remain for #ygetition of the course.

The share of drop-outs from compulsory education ageneral schools, per cent

| 1995 | 2000| 2001 2002 2003
Primary and lower secondary education 1.4 1.1 1.2 11 0.9
of which lower secondary education 2.1 1.7 1.7 15 1.1

Each year more and more students having graduettedsiecondary education
continue their studies at upper level of educatlar2003, 80.6 per cent of students
with secondary education continued education the pé graduation in vocational,
high and higher schools. The most of secondarydaraduates applied for entering
higher schools: colleges and universities (68.8 quat). As compared with other
counties, young people of the Alytus county staotlio their initiative of seeking
higher education: in 2003, 72.4 per cent of boyd girls who graduated from
secondary schools became students of higher edocatithe same year. Although
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the Vilnius county has the most widely spread netvwad educational establishments,
68 per cent of the county’s secondary school gradustrive for higher education.

Secondary school graduates continuing their studiest post secondary and
higher educational levels, per cent

| 2001 | 2002 | 2003
The Alytus county 90.9 88.0 87.2
The Kaunas county 85.2 84.3 79.7
The Klaipzda county 91.3 87.6 74.6
The Marijampot county 84.4 86.7 81.0
The Pane#zys county 85.7 90.5 84.4
The Siauliai county 88.0 87.5 85.7
The Taurag county 79.4 73.6 77.9
The TelSiai county 81.2 74.1 74.3
The Utena county 79.4 75.3 79.6
The Vilnius county 82.0 83.0 81.1

The analysis of education possibilities by counsesws great differences.
The best possibility of receiving higher educatimas been offered by the Vilnius
county. Small counties (like Tauragand TelSiai) with the majority of rural
population display lower interest in sending chelirto pre-primary establishments,
the said counties face higher unemployment and lia@g no non-public education
establishments.

6. HEALTH

Over the recent decade, health care of childree I all Lithuania's
population has been significantly influenced by doeintry‘’s health system reform,
the key objective of which was not only to reorganihe health care sector, but also
to improve the population’s health. Ever increasatigntion is paid to primary health
care. The number of general practitioners (famdgtdrs) has been rapidly growing,
the practice of doctors’ group (in rural areas artigular) has been introduced and
average duration of hospitalisation has becometeshofhe compulsory health
insurance was introduced in 1997 and it lead togbsa in the system of payment for
services. As provided by the Health Insurance lpvggnant women during the
maternity leave period and mothers raising childtewer 8 years of age (or 2
children under 18) as well as children under 18cargered by the compulsory health
insurance from the state’s funds.

To use health care resources more efficientlyntimaber of hospital beds and
doctors in Lithuania as compared with 1995 congdqidoctors by 7 per cent and
hospital beds by 26 per cent). At the end of 2@@8,10000 population fell 40 doctors
and 87 hospital beds. Per 10000 children underebfsythere were 2 paediatricians
and 28 beds in hospitals. The decline in the nunobgraediatricians was stipulated
by the fact that part of paediatricians changedr thealification and turned into
general practitioners (family doctors), while thember of beds for children
contracted owing to decreasing birth rate and shdéength of stay in a hospital. The

12



number of obstetrics beds has also decreased leechtl® significant decrease in the
number of births, obstetrics departments were dlassmall districts.

The network of health care institutions in dissibas been spread evenly, thus
changes in the number of doctors is mainly cond@tbby the number of population
in a certain district. Whereas patients are eudtitte the right of choosing an
institution, which will render them health care\sees as well as a treating doctor,
part of the population applies for treatment tdifasons of neighbouring districts. In
addition to that biggest cities (Vilnius, Kaunadaigéda) host large specialised or
general purpose university hospitals, which in cabaeed render services to all
population of Lithuania, thus bed indicators ofts@ounty hospitals are the highest.

Children’s vaccination rates are similar in alltdids of the country and the
deviation from the country’s average is insignifit4 per cent in 2003).

Some useful information could be found on the websf Ministry of Social
Security and Labour of the Respublic of Lithuamaw.socmin.lt

The National Action Plan against poverty and soeialusion of Republic of
Lithuania 2004-2006

Republic of Lithuania National action plan for emghent 2004.
http://www.socmin.lt/index.php?2030354743
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