
UNICEF Innocenti Research Centre

Young People’s Voices on Child Trafficking
Experiences from South Eastern Europe



2

The Research

• From 2005-2006, interviews conducted with 31 
children in Albania, Kosovo, Moldova and Romania.

• Children who received institutional assistance during 
recovery, were willing to talk about their experiences 
and participate in the study.
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• 30 girls and 1 boy were interviewed, most of them had been 
trafficked into sexual exploitation.

• The sample was not representative, but provides important 
insights into some of the dynamics and complexities of child 
trafficking.
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Key findings
• Trafficking is not a single event but a highly complex and dynamic 

process, involving multiple actors. The complexity of child trafficking 
often makes it difficult, in practice, to distinguish between trafficking 
and other forms of exploitation and abuse of children.
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• The study acknowledges that children who have experienced 
violence in the home are at risk of becoming recruited by traffickers, 
or they may choose to migrate and risk ending up in exploitative
situations. 
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• Poverty, domestic violence and abuse, neglect and parental alcohol 
addiction were often reported as interrelated problems.

• But - there is no unique profile of children who have been trafficked.
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• Many children reported that they did not receive accurate information 
on trafficking and on the risk of leaving home or migrate to another 
country.

• But - some children who were aware of the risks, accepted risky 
propositions, due to lack of alternatives.
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The traffickers were men and women, most of the trafficker were 
persons that the children knew; neighbors, peers, friends, 
relatives, boyfriends, - and some were under 18 years old.
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• The children’s testimonies provide some indication of how institutional 
actors who came in contact with the children often failed to provide 
the necessary protection of children. In some cases they may have 
put these children at a greater risk of abuse.
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• Most children felt that their views were not asked for or taken into 
consideration by the professionals involve in protection and 
rehabilitation 
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• When children are given the opportunity to describe their experiences 
and express their views, this information sheds light on those factors 
that make children vulnerable, their reasons for leaving home, and 
their special needs regarding prevention, assistance and protection. 
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• Children’s participation plays an important role in helping to identify 
priorities for additional research, act as key informants, define areas 
for intervention, design relevant solutions and to inform effective 
policy responses. 
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Recent/Upcoming Trafficking Titles:

• Child Trafficking in Europe: A broad vision to put children first –
Summary Report and Full Report (April 2008).

• Trafficking in Children in South Asia (mid- 2008).
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Thank you!


