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Asia ACTs Network

In 2001, a regional campaign against child
trafficking called Asia Against Child
Trafficking was established (Asia ACTS)

Asia ACTs was the regional arm of the
International Campaign Against Child
Trafficking (ICACT)

It has a presence in 7 countries (5 country
networks -- Philippines, Cambodia,

Indonesia, Thailand, Burma; 2 NGO presence
-- Vietham and Laos)

Around 150 member NGOs



Background

e The campaign
revolved around
raising awareness
about child
trafficking through
community
education sessions
(l.e. reach 10,000
villages in 3 years)



Background

 The campaign also identified protecting the
rights of trafficked children as one of the
founding objectives in 2001

|t was three-years into the campaign when
Asia ACTs began to seriously consider “the
what” and “the how” can the network “protect
the rights of trafficked children”



“The What”

 What are the *human rights of trafficked
children™?

e |nternational instruments:

— Convention on the Rights of the Child and the
Optional Protocol on the Sale of Children, Child
Prostitution and Child Pornography,

— The Palermo Protocol
— UN High Commissioner on Human Rights Guidelines

— UNICEF Guidelines for the Protection of the Human
Rights of Children Victims of Trafficking in
Southeastern Europe




“The How”

* |In August 2004, Asia ACTs organized a
workshop to discuss and “brainstorm”

 The partners met in Bohol, Philippines and
reviewed pertinent international human and child
rights instruments.

 The sessions were interactive and included
presentations from selected resource persons
and presentations of “promising practices”
based on the field experience of the network
partners




“The What & The How”

The main sessions revolved around a closer
look at the UNICEF Guidelines for the Protection
of the Human Rights of Children Victims of
Trafficking in Southeastern Europe

Since Asia ACTs could not engage the
assistance of an expert on the UNICEF
Guidelines, resource persons was selected form
the network members to interpret the guidelines
using local knowledge, often referring to
local/regional practices and context




“The How”

The network partners drafted recommendations
on what to include in the guidelines based on
their domestic laws, culture and context

The result in “The Proposed Guidelines for the
Protection of the Rights of Trafficked Children”,
otherwise known as The Bohol Document

An agreement to bring The Bohol Document to
their respective countries and to organize
national workshops to study the guidelines was
made




March 2006

Asia ACTs, in partnership
with TDH-Netherlands,
TDH-Germany and the
Japan Foundation, held a
regional workshop to draft
the Southeast Asian
Guidelines



November 2006

The draft Southeast Asian
Guidelines was presented and
discussed in the 41" ASEAN
Senior Officials Meeting on
Social Welfare and
Development held in Myanmar.

January to May 2007

Asia ACTs decides

to make a comparative analysis
of the Bangkok and Myanmar
versions. This has been
published in English,
Vietnamese, Bahasa Indonesia,
Khmer and Lao.



December 2007

Adoption by ASEAN Ministers
for Social Welfare and
Development of the
Guidelines for the Protection
of the Rights of Trafficked
Children in December 2007 in
Hanol, Vietham



Basic Content of Guidelines

|. Definitions
ll. General Principles
And Reiteration of the
Rights of Trafficked
Children
Right to life
Right to development
Right to be protected
Right to participate...
Right to Non-
Discrimination
Best Interest
Determination
Respect for the Child’s
Ethnic, Cultural, Faith and
Religious Identity
Reiteration of State
Responsibility






Special Feature of the South East Asian Guidelines:

Care and Protection for Service Providers
Compensation, Legal Assistance, Support System

Capacity Building

Training for service providers
and widespread community
education and awareness



Complimentary Activities to
Promote the Guidelines

e Training on
Community
Education and on
Strengthening the
Child Protection
Network help to
provide the basis
for the
Implementation
of the Guidelines



December 12, 2007 commemoration
theme “Protecting the Rights and Dignity of
the Trafficked Child”

Widespread Advocacy
for policy makers, local
government leaders,
media, service

December 12

commemorations
providers 2003 15 events
and children and 2004 39 events
community to make 2005 73 events

them aware of the 2006 187 events
Rights 2007 305 events

Of Trafficked Children




Thank you for your
kind attention!



