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Holistic approach 

Lessons learnt from 
field experience
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� South East Europe 
� South Asia
� South East Asia
� Latin America
� Southern Africa
� West Africa 

ICaCT Geographic areas of 
intervention
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Anti-trafficking approach

� Different partners different activities
� But through a right based approach

� Standards of care for trafficked children 

� Child protection practices/ mechanisms
� Protection of children on the move
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How do AT projects start

� Information from partners/ communities 
through the implementation of other 
projects

� Thorough situation analysis
� Focused activities addressing exploitation
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Prevention

� Information received from exploited/ 
trafficked children necessary for 
prevention activities

� Re-assessing and adopting in 
prevention is a must

� Prevention work with communities 
goes beyond addressing child trafficking
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Common features leading to child 
exploitation

� Vulnerability of the child due to family and/or community 
status

� Discrimination/social exclusion
� No access to economic resources
� Domestic violence/inadequate residential care
� Irregular status in transit/destination countries

� Lack of adequate protection measures by the State
� No system in place
� System lacks resources to ensure efficient intervention

� Children as agencies 
� Alternative options of survival
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The circle of exploitation

� Movement within exploitative markets depending 
on

� Age of the child
� Incomes
� Risks involved for exploiters

� Examples
� Child begging to child prostitution
� Increased hidden character of the exploitation forms

� Important: supply can also create demand
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Addressing child vulnerability

� Comprehensive approach as required by 
the CRC

� The best interest assessment in every 
case 

� 3 axes of intervention 
� At the field level
� Empowerment and Capacity building

� Advocacy
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At the field level

� Service provision complying with human 
rights principles of care for trafficked 
children 

� Addressing all forces, including exploiters
� In close partnership with other actors
� Integration remains challenging
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Empowerment and Capacity Building 

� Community, family and child 
empowerment
� Listening to the children, families and 

communities
� Offering alternative opportunities 
� Investing in the strengths, resilient factors and 

protective practices

� Local structures able to identify and assist 
vulnerable and exploited children
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National Advocacy

� Law enforcement but with focus on
� Standards of care for children

� Anti-discrimination
� Migration

� Social legislation
� Education

� Family law
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International Advocacy

� Based on field experience
� Proposing concrete changes in policies and 

implementation
� Child protection practices/mechanisms
� Children on the move

www.childtrafficking.com


