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Distinguished Guests 
Ladies and Gentlemen 
Dear Friends 
 

1. On behalf of UNICEF, and of the Innocenti Research Centre, I am very pleased to welcome you to 
the Bern Thematic Consultation on Legal Frameworks, procedures and enforcement. It is an honour 
to organize this important meeting, in the lead up to the Third World Congress against Sexual 
Exploitation of Children and Adolescents, joining hands with the Swiss Government – represented 
here by the Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation – and with the Swiss National 
Committee for UNICEF, both strong partners of our Research Centre and of our work for the 
realization of children’s rights. 

 
2. It is a pleasure to welcome to this Thematic Consultation the Government of Brazil, who 

will host, within a little more than a month, the World Congress in Rio de Janeiro. We look 
forward to listening to the presentation that will be made in the course of our meeting, on 
the important steps being undertaken in preparation of the Congress. And we welcome the 
opportunity of reflecting together with the Government of Brazil on how best we can all 
support the discussions, as well as the outcome of the Congress. 
We all share a strong commitment to working with our partners towards a very successful 
Congress in Brazil, and towards the shaping of an enhanced system of protection of 
children’s rights and of children’s freedom from sexual exploitation. 

 
3. I want to also very warmly welcome our other partners in the organization of the Congress 

– our friends from ECPAT and from the NGO Group for the Convention on the Rights of 
the Child. Carmen Madriñan, ECPAT Executive Director, will soon present an overview of 
the main recommendations arising from the various Regional Consultations in the lead up 
to Brazil, thus helping us clearly connect our meeting with the wide cross regional process 
of social mobilization around the protection of children from sexual exploitation. 
Lisa Myers, from the NGO Group, will highlight the important role of civil society in this 
process, including through their support to reporting to the Committee on the Rights of the 
Child. 

 



 2 

4. We are very especially delighted to have with us the General Rapporteur for the Brazil 
Congress, Professor Jaap Doek. Jaap Doek’s leadership and catalyst role in this process is 
well known to us all, and it will be a privilege to benefit from his vision and advice for the 
steps ahead. We are all eager to support Jaap in his important role!!! 

 
Dear Friends 
 
Each and every of you bring a unique expertise and insightful experience to this Thematic 
Consultation. As you know, the Consultation addresses one of the five themes of the Brazil Congress 
“Legal Framework and Enforcement”. 
 
The Consultation builds upon the legal obligations undertaken by States Parties to international 
children’s rights treaties; the significant commitments made in the two previous Congresses – in 
Stockholm and in Yokohama; the agenda agreed upon at the Special Session on Children; as well as  
the findings and recommendations of the UN Study on Violence against Children. 
 
The Consultation also follows closely the Innocenti Expert Consultation held last April, in Florence, 
which several of you attended. Many of the recommendations adopted at that time maintain a strong 
relevance for our discussions, including the need to consider the protection of children from sexual 
exploitation in the broad context of the safeguard of children’s rights; the imperative to pursue 
solutions that are guided by the best interests of the child, the protection from discrimination and 
which are developed with the consideration of children’s perspectives; and the importance of investing 
in prevention and the consolidation of national protection systems, while promoting a participatory 
process of policy making and law enforcement. 
 
The Bern Consultation is designed to identify key recommendations that will help inform the agenda 
for action expected to be agreed upon in Rio de Janeiro. Having this in mind, we are delighted to 
anticipate the presentation that Peter Newell, main author of the Background Paper on Legal 
Frameworks and Enforcement will make later this morning. And we anticipate with great interest, the 
discussions that will follow and will help refine the strategic conclusions of the paper and the outcome 
of the Brazil Congress. 
 
Dear Friends 
 

1. In the course of the next two days we have a golden opportunity to recall and reaffirm the 
sound international and regional human rights normative framework that lays the 
foundation for any measures aiming at the protection of children from violence, abuse and 
exploitation and, very especially, from sexual exploitation. The Convention on the Rights 
of the Child and its Optional Protocol on the Sale of Children, Child Prostitution and Child 
Pornography remain central reference in this process. 
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The participation of two distinguished members of the Committee on the Rights of the Child – Lucy 
Smith and Jean Zermatten – will help us frame our discussions within the scope of these international 
standards. More importantly, this contribution will help consider how to narrow the gap between the 
provisions of these treaties and their daily implementation and impact on children. 
 
Through the voice of the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights represented by Veronica 
Birga – we will address the potential to enhance the protection of children’s rights and child protection 
from sexual exploitation through the synergistic collaboration among human rights bodies and 
mechanisms. 
 

2. The contribution of regional standards to this process will be illustrated by two 
presentations. Firstly, Camilla Tessenyi will address the recent Convention of the Council 
of Europe on the Protection of Children against Sexual Exploitation and Sexual Abuse – a 
treaty that is also open to accession to countries which are not Members of the Council of 
Europe. This Convention has also placed the protection of child victims at the centre of its 
concerns, while giving a decisive attention to prevention. 

 
Our UNICEF colleague Akila Belembaogo will present the African Regional framework, 
with its legal and policy instruments and opportunities for enhanced implementation and 
protection of children’s rights. 

 
3. The Bern Consultation will also address innovative and promising approaches in national 

law enactment and enforcement. 
 

(a) The instrumental relevance of a process of legislative reform that is multi-
disciplinary, cross-departmental and based on a judicious planning and strategic 
identification of resource-needs will be addressed by Jacqueline Gallinetti, from the 
University of the Western Cape, in the light of the South African Legislation on 
Children. 

(b) The critical value of a participatory process and a close collaboration between 
governmental authorities and representatives from one of civil society will be 
considered by Irena Taga, from the Ministry of Interior in Albania. 

(c) The decisive role played by national independent institutions for children’s rights in 
monitoring the impact of legislation on children, in identifying gaps and in 
recommending legal reform will be presented by Shantha Sinha, Commissioner for 
Children’s Rights in India and current Chair of the Global Network of Ombuds for 
Children. 
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4. Time will also be devoted to law enforcement dimensions, including in the context of extra-
territorial legislation, cross border and international cooperation; and the promotion of child 
friendly procedures to ensure an effective protection of child victims and witnesses. We are 
delighted to have with us well known child rights experts and experienced lawyers guiding 
us in these reflections. 

 
5. As we know well, the protection of children from sexual exploitation remains confronted 

with evolving challenges. The consultation will address some of these emerging areas of 
concern. Karin Fasting will remind us of the importance of preventing the sexual 
exploitation of children in sports; and Cesar Bazan will share with us the highlights of the 
recently launched campaign “Learn without Fear”, designed to prevent violence in school. 

 
 
Through this brief overview of the agenda of our meeting, we see a strategic opportunity to reflect on 
key issues, and develop a solid contribution to the Brazil Congress. 
 
Combining the sound expertise you all bring, with the shared commitment we all have to make a 
visible difference in the protection of children from all forms of violence, including from sexual 
exploitation, we can only anticipate a very successful Bern Consultation. 
 
I very much hope that together we will make of these two days a space for promoting a rich and 
enriching exchange of views and cross-fertilization of experiences, and also to identify strategic 
action-oriented recommendations that may be considered in the finalization of the Background Papers 
of the Congress, in the agenda of the Panels and Workshops, as well as in the forward-looking 
outcome document we hope to see adopted next November, in Rio de Janeiro. 
 
Let us seize this opportunity to help make of the Brazil Congress a turning point in the system of 
protection of children’s rights and in ensuring children’s freedom from sexual exploitation! 
 
 


