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• At least 3 researches on child pornography from 2004 to 2007

– Child Pornography in the Philippines (Published 2005)
– Risk and Protective Factors Related to Child Pornography and Possible Advocacy 

Strategies against Pornographic Victimization (Unpublished, 2007)
– An Investigative Study on Child Pornography in the Philippines (Unpublished, 2007)

• 1st National Consultation on Child Pornography
• Three (3) Sub-national Conferences on Child Pornography 
• Training of the Philippine National Police on computer-crime 

investigation (2006)
• Drafting and lobbying for the passage of the Anti-Child 

Pornography Bill
• Community-based and school-based awareness raising activities 

on safety on the internet and anti-child pornography with NGOs 
• Networking with the private sector (i.e. I-café franchise, Microsoft, 

etc.)
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Philippine context

• Travel and tourism industry is an important contributor to the 
Philippine economy. 

• In 2007, tourist spending soared to unprecedented levels. For 
the first time ever, foreign arrivals breached the 3 million mark in 
2007, and tourist expenditure posted an increase of 40.99 per 
cent to reach US$4.885 billion. 

• Top foreign markets in 2007 were Korea, USA, Japan, China, 
Australia, Taiwan, Hong Kong, Singapore, Canada and UK. 
Arrivals from Korea continue to grow, and Chinese tourist traffic 
maintains a steady upswing. These include golfers, divers, 
students, honeymooners and families.
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Rationale

• What does the travel and tourism industry have to do with ISPs 
and internet cafés?

Answer: With advances in information and communication 
technology (ICT), more and more industries, including the travel
and tourism industry, are taking full advantage of the internet and 
cyberspace to advertise their facilities, services and 
commodities. It has replaced traditional modes of tri-media 
advertising.
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Rationale

• Why should the information and telecommunication industry 
become private sector partners in combating the sexual 
exploitation of children?

ANSWER: The same argument behind involving the hotels, travel 
and tour operators, etc. holds true for ICTs. The ICTs are not the 
perpetrators of sexual abuse and exploitation but their 
FACILITATE ARE BEING USED TO EXPLOIT CHILDREN. 
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Background

The ICT is being used to advertise the Philippines as a 
sex tourist destination.
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Rationale

The ICT is also being used to gain access to children and 
adolescents for sexual exploitation. It is a venue for solicitation 
and “grooming” children and adolescents for sexual abuse and 

exploitation.
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Rationale

• Widespread consumption, voluntarily or involuntarily, of 
pornographic materials by children and young people.

• Cases of “self-exploitation” where children and adults are 
reported to be using internet cafes and engaging in sexually 
explicit conduct in public. The existence of private cubicles in
internet cafes where sexual abuse and pornography occur was 
confirmed. 
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UNICEF and ECPAT

• UNICEF and ECPAT, embarked on a program to make internet 
technology (IT) safe for children, by co-organizing the National 
Consultation among young people in December 2006 and the 
Make IT Safe Campaign. 

• A major output is the children’s Call to Action against child 
pornography where they planned to organize fora and trainings 
for awareness and self-regulation among internet café
operators.
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Make IT Safe Campaign in the Philippines

3 components: 
• Reaching out to internet café operators. ECPAT held a series 

of roundtable discussions among this sector in 8 cities in the 
Philippines (1 in Luzon, 3 in Visayas and 4 in Mindanao) in late 
2006; 

• Advocacy among school children in four (4) pilot schools in 
District 2 of Quezon City; 

• Awareness-raising among community leaders in District 2, 
Quezon City. 
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“Child-friendly Internet Café”

• While contemplating on the image of a child-friendly internet 
café, ECPAT decided to open its own facility which would be 
operated by its volunteers among the young people. 

• Since they were not familiar with the operations and 
management of an internet café, it sought assistance from 
Everything Online Inc. (EOL), a local internet franchisor. 

• ECPAT opened its internet café named ECPAT I-Café Plus on 
August 29, 2007. The café promotes guidelines that will protect 
children from harmful material in the Internet and against 
unscrupulous individuals they may meet in computer shops or 
online. 
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Everything Online Inc. (EOL)

• From this simple technical assistance, the relationship between 
ECPAT and EOL has turned into an active partnership for 
continuing advocacy for child-friendly internet cafes in the 
Philippines.

• Everything Online Inc. (EOL) started its operations in early 
2006 as an internet franchisor. EOL is a Filipino corporation 
involved mainly in the franchising of Internet Cafés in the 
country. Currently the company has close to 600 franchisees 
covering 49 provinces of the country servicing the needs of 
micro, small and medium entrepreneurs nationwide and 
customers mainly from the young people. 
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UNICEF-ECPAT-EOL Partnership

• In August of 2007, ECPAT and EOL signed a Memorandum of 
Agreement to protect children against child pornography by 
keeping internet technology safe 

• ECPAT raised its concerns regarding IT café owners who 
lacked enthusiasm in attending the round table discussions 
organized in late 2006. The latter had the misconception that 
the Make-IT-Safe campaign is anti-technology and therefore is 
also anti-business. There was also a general lack of concern 
on issues such as child pornography. 

• To overcome this bottleneck, EOL, ECPAT and UNICEF 
agreed to sponsor the ALL EOL ICafe Owners Conference, 
conducted December 6–8, 2008 at the Grand Boulevard Hotel 
in Manila. 
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Resources Used

• UNICEF contributed financial support for the conduct of the 
Conference

• EOL also had their share for the conference expenses, such as 
the conference backdrop, lights and sound, PC for the main 
control, wi-fi connection, video coverage, desktops and printers 
and stickers. 

• EOL also invited other sponsors such as Globe and online 
companies which set up exhibit booths and gave out some 
freebies to the participants. 

• Staff support came from both ECPAT and EOL. 
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Conference Objectives 

• Improve the knowledge and understanding of EOL franchise 
holders regarding both the benefits and risks that online 
technology bring to children and young people; 

• Come up with a set of IT Safe Standards / Code of conduct for 
EOL I-café shop franchise holders and owners; 

• Come up with recommendations on how to use technology in 
developing and disseminating Online Safety Reminders, 
Games, Web Streams, etc that help protect children against 
child pornography and promote online safety; 

• Facilitate positive relations with the private sector and support 
and encourage their initiatives. 

UNICEF Philippines



UNICEF

Major Conference Output

• The participants of the conference agreed to have a Code of 
Conduct which they can follow to make the internet industry 
more safe, humane, developmental and value-based. 

• 58 I-café owners signed the Code of Conduct
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Results for EOL

• EOL adopted the promotion and advocacy of ‘child-friendly 
internet café’ as their ‘corporate social responsibility’. They 
believe that this will contribute, no matter if it is just a small drop 
in the bucket, into decreasing demand for pornographic materials. 

• As part of this CSR, they include the ‘child-friendly internet café’
logos in each workstation of their new franchisees 

• They have also included a new clause in its contract which 
prohibits their franchisees from accessing pornographic materials

• EOL also encouraged other partners, like online gaming 
companies, to pursue the advocacy as well and develop 
programs which are more child-friendly
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Results for I-café owners

• They learned more about the dangers and risks that children face
when confronted with pornographic materials. 

• They resolved to continue with the advocacy, by prohibiting access 
to pornographic websites, even if it means lesser income for them. 
They have installed blocker software (i.e.K9) and  keywords in their 
router which will block access to pornography

• It was also a venue share techniques on how to address problems 
they faced in their shops  (i.e. sexually explicit conduct inside the 
café)

• They have also expressed their desire to share the information with 
other internet owners, specially those who are members of internet 
associations in their locality, e.g. Internet Café Association of 
Marikina
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Lesson learned

• If the campaign had positive results with one franchisor, it can
be duplicated with other sectors in the IT industry, such as 
other franchisors, online gaming companies, and ISPs. 

• During the 1st National Consultation on Child Pornography in 
the Philippines in 2005, efforts to involve the private sector 
were in vane

• Three years later, the partnership between UNICEF-ECPAT-
EOL has proven that the ICT businesses can and will install 
protection mechanisms for children once they become more 
aware of the harmful effects that their businesses can bring.
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Future direction

• For this year, UNICEF-ECPAT-EOL will host a series of sub-
national conferences to reach out to franchise holders in the 
country and to non-franchise i-café owners as well.

• This is still in the planning stages but it will come in the next 
few months.

• YOU’RE ALL INVITED TO COME! 
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THANK YOU

Help. Care. Protect.


