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CHILDREN AND TRANSITIONAL JUSTICE:
TRUTH-TELLING, ACCOUNTABILITY AND RECONCILIATION
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Children and transitional justice

Truth, justice, reparation and reconciliation pssas have begun to specifically address crimes
committed against children in situations of armedftict or political violence, and have

involved children proactively.

As victims and witnesses, and sometimes perpesrafacrimes, children have an important

role in providing statements and testimony. lhisrefore essential that policies and procedures
are in place to protect the rights of children ineal.

Children associated with armed forces or armedggevho may have been involved in the
commission of crimes under international law, aiengrily victims. Non-judicial and

restorative processes that promote diversion, rtiedjaruth-telling and reconciliation are the
most appropriate forms of accountability for thekgdren.

Participation of children in transitional justice mechanisms

Children and young people comprise more than lidti@affected population in many post-
conflict situations, and are frequently among thosesst targeted and affected by wartime
violence. Accountability, truth-telling and recoliion processes that include children can
promote recovery at the community level.

In all cases, when children engage as withessgeslicial or non-judicial accountability
processes, protection procedures and legal safgguaust be in place to protect their rights
before, during and after their testimony or statenmegiven.

The impact of children involved as witnesses iefinational courts and tribunals is significant,
however the number of children who testify is neegisy small. Many more children can
engage in community-based accountability, truthrgland reconciliation processes and their
views can inform decisions that will make a diffece for their future and the future of their
communities.

Children’s right to participate in transitional jic® processes is increasingly recognized and a
number of recent transitional justice processesnamchanisms that developed policies and
procedures to protect child victims and witnessgslived in providing statements and
testimony.

Additional human and financial resources are neédechildren’s meaningful participation in
transitional justice processes.
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Protective environment

» International and hybrid criminal courts have hdlpaprove accountability for grave crimes
against children, however much more needs to be dad more attention is needed to address
the full range of violations against children dgrewmed conflict and political violence.

« Truth commissions can create opportunities fordrhit to express their views, building
capacity for active citizenship. The involvementhfldren in the Truth and Reconciliation
Commission in Sierra Leone and in Liberia, in dodleation with child protection agencies, set
precedent and helped establish principles and gitioteprocedures for child participation in
statement-taking, hearings and other truth comonsactivities.

Post-conflict development and recovery initiatives

» Transitional justice processes can support podticoreconstruction and development
initiatives by considering economic justice frorahald rights perspective and directing
necessary measures to promote children’s econamdis@cial rights.

» Education is a priority for children affected bynélact and political violence. If children do not
have access to education and life skills, and dppities to learn a vocation, the result will be
serious limitations placed on their future andftitare of their society.

» The educational sector can enhance the impacamsitional justice processes and contribute
to community-based peace-building.

* In arange of country situations, children have destrated that they are often the best
informed about their needs and the actions thahedmrestore their confidence and rebuild
their lives.
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Note to Editors
Embargoed media materials are available from the Centre’s newsroom:
http://www.unicef-irc.org/presscentre/indexNewsroom.html

For further information, please contact:
James Elder

Chief of Communications

UNICEF Innocenti Research Centre

Florence, Italy

Mobile +393357582585

jelder@unicef.org

or

Patrizia Faustini

Senior Communication Assistant

UNICEF Innocenti Research Centre,

Piazza SS. Annunziata 12, 50122 Florence, Italy
Landline: +39-055-2033 253 fax: +39-055-2033 220
pfaustini@unicef.org

United Nations Children’s Fund Telephone  +39-055-20330
Innocenti Research Centre Facsimile +39-055-244817
Piazza SS. Annunziata 12 http://www.unicef.org/irc

50122 Florence, Italy florence@unicef.org



