
unite for 
children

GLORI is a global network of longitudinal 
researchers working with data on children in 
low, middle and high income countries. The 
network has a Secretariat based at 
UNICEF’s Office of Research - Innocenti. 
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The Unique Value of a 
Longitudinal Approach

• Captures the dynamic nature of processes that shape 
child development, including trends and trajectories

• Can capture intergenerational transmission

• Understands drivers and determinants of outcomes

• Measurement and evaluation of impact

• Captures child wellbeing in holistic & integrated ways

• Can play role in building evidence for policy and 
programme

‘Because longitudinal surveys can track 

people over periods and can illuminate 

many aspects and stages of their lives, 

including unexpected events, they 

provide more of a film strip than a 

single image, capturing evolution over 

time.’ 
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Why we need a coordinated approach

Consistency and comparability of data on children and 

adolescents can be improved

• SDG push for better data quality

• Data needs wider ownership, more analysis and 

use

• Data instruments and study protocols are 

frequently reinvented 

• Research needs better links to policies and 

programmes

• Growing number of new studies

• Studies could benefit from sustainable 

approaches

“We need the capacity to translate 

longitudinal evidence into a common 

good.”
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An Introduction to GLORI

This is a developing community of practice seeking to:  

• Add to the evidence base through a coordinated approach

• Create an inventory of resources and harmonise tools in some areas

• Document and share best practice

• Develop mechanisms to strengthen institutional capacity and local 

ownership

• Explore contributions to the SDGs

GLORI is a global network of longitudinal 

researchers working with data on children in low, 

middle and high income countries. 

Set up in 2014, the network has members working in 

over 30 countries. 

The GLORI Secretariat is based at UNICEF’s Office 

of Research - Innocenti.
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GLORI’s Programme of Work

A four year programme of work is under development

Knowledge generation and coordination

•Online repository

•Comparison of existing datasets to answer questions on child 

and adolescent wellbeing with life course perspective

•Coordination of measurement instruments and adaptability

•Articulate the value

Building capacity for technical excellence

•Share best practice

•Learning and training also for young researchers

•Small grants

•Identify and promote mechanisms for research uptake

•Support new cohort studies guided by post 2015 framework

Extending the reach of current cohort studies

•Improve cost effectiveness

•Share practices on new tools, innovations

•Explore extension to humanitarian or fragile contexts

•Explore a pooled set of core  measures for an SDG cohort
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Recent publications
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The Sustainable Development Challenge

• Overarching question: how can longitudinal 

research be better leveraged to track the 

development and wellbeing from childhood 

through adolescence and to better understand the 

trajectories of children globally, in a way that helps 

inform the SDGs?

• Concretely, can GLORI contribute to 
discussions:

•In which methodologic and thematic areas can 

longitudinal research contribute to the SDGs?

•What could a research agenda look like? 

•What links need to be made and who needs to 

be involved?
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A Lifecourse representation of the SDGs

Diagram describes 
non-exhaustive set of 
relationships between 
SDG indicators that 
are relevant for 
children and bear on 
primary school 
completion rates as an 
illustration. 

The positions of the 
indicators are 
suggestive of the 
expected time of the 
outcome measured.
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Contact us! Questions?

Prerna Banati 

pbanati@unicef.org


