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Report Card 14 – Summary of Sections 

General 

Whereas the Millennium Development Goals (2015) targeted poverty alleviation in developing 
countries, the Sustainable Development Goals (2030) apply universally to all countries on earth, 
regardless of the level of economic advancement.  

 Report Card 14 is the first study to focus on the status of SDGs in rich countries through a child 
rights lens. It is also one of the earliest reports providing an in-depth analysis of the status of the 
SDGs for children. 

 Prioritizing children in efforts to achieve the SDGs is critical because it will best ensure the 
central commitment to leave no one behind. 

 No country that performs well in child well-being does poorly in equivalent measures of adult 
well-being. 

Composite League Table 

Report Card 14 ranks all 41 rich countries in order of their average performance across nine 
Sustainable Development Goals. The composite table is divided into high, middle and low 
performing countries. 

Goal 1: End poverty in all forms 

Living in poverty during childhood can do lifelong damage, with proven effects on health, nutrition, 
brain development and educational attainment. Report Card 14 looks at both income and 
multidimensional child poverty. 

Goal 2: Nutrition and food security  

No level of food insecurity among children is acceptable, given the level of food resources available 
in the richest countries in the world. Food insecurity is defined as when people lack secure access 
to sufficient safe and nutritious food to ensure normal growth and development as well as an active 
and healthy lifestyle. 

Goal 3: Healthy lives 

High-income countries are improving on most key health indicators – rates of neonatal mortality, 
adolescent suicide, child drunkenness and teenage births are all falling – but variation between best 
performing and worst performing countries remains high. The challenge for all countries is to go 
beyond national averages and examine socio-economic inequalities and gender disparities of health 
indicators. 

Goal 4: Quality education 

Educating all students to the baseline competency level in core subjects at the end of secondary 
schooling should be an ambition of educational systems in rich countries. Early investment in 
equitable quality early childhood education and care is vital for the sustainability agenda. 

Goal 5: Gender equality 

It was impossible to construct a composite league table on gender equality due to a lack of 
comprehensive, child-focused cross-national data. Assumptions about gender roles during 
childhood continue to play a part in producing gender inequality and inequity later in life. Prevailing 
norms in the society drive of gender attitudes in regards to educational opportunities for girls and 
boys. 
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Goal 8: Employment and productivity 

The extent of young peoples’ inactivity in the society (not in employment, education or training) is a 
reflection of the current and future risks to sustainable and inclusive economic growth in the society. 
Productive employment for parents is one of the key routes to improve child material well-being.     

Goal 10: Reduce inequality 

Trends on income inequality show widening gaps between children at the top and the bottom of the 
distribution and their peers in the middle. Reducing inequality, especially for children, is critical to 
achieving the SDGs. Children are mostly dependent on adults and high inequality leads to 
economic inefficiencies and makes poverty reduction more challenging. 

Goal 11: Safe, sustainable cities 

Making cities sustainable and safe for human habitation will involve reducing the levels of air 

pollution that currently afflict the inhabitants of many urban areas. Children are particularly 

susceptible to air pollution because they breathe in more air per unit of body weight than adults. 

Goal 12: Responsible consumption and production 

The greater is young people’s understanding of environmental problems and humans’ impact on 
nature, the more they will be able to contribute to global progress towards sustainability. The 
majority of young people in rich countries have good awareness of environmental issues.  

Goal 16: Peaceful, inclusive societies 

Peace, justice and effective, accountable and inclusive institutions are at the core of sustainable 
development. All rich countries have to address high rates of violence against and among children 
and strive for peaceful and inclusive societies.  

 

 


