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GUEST EDITORIAL

I recall a high-level government official speaking 
out at the end of a ‘gender review’ of programme 
interventions during a multi-country programme 
review meeting years ago: “This whole gender thing 
is just science fiction to me! What exactly are you 
people talking about?” Colleagues and I did our best 
to clarify what ‘gender-sensitive programming’ was 
all about, but I am not sure we got through to him. 

On reflection, I suspect others have tried to clarify 
to ‘mystified’ colleagues what gender-sensitive 
adolescent programming entails. Is it mainly about 
‘girls’ empowerment?’ Or, is it about changing the 
attitudes and behaviours of boys?  Ideally, of course, 
it should address both.  

This edition of the Innocenti Research Digest 
| Adolescence includes compelling research, 
resources, news and events that address the issue 
of gender from many perspectives that I am sure 
will benefit the work of colleagues within and 
outside of the UN, on behalf of the world’s 1.2 billion 
adolescent girls and boys. I would like to draw your 
attention to just a few of these:  

Sheehan et al. provide cost-benefit analyses that 
can help to win over policy-makers in our advocacy 
for important gender-related issues. The article 
proposes that an investment of just US$ 3.8 per 
intervention aimed at reducing child marriage could 
have a 5.7-fold return on investment.  

In a global desk review, Singh et al. examine 
effective combinations of social education and 
financial literacy that aim to empower adolescent 
girls. They argue the value of financial education 
linked to social education interventions and propose 
further research on how such programmes could 
better empower adolescent girls by including a 
focus on adolescent boys. 

According to Peterman et al., social safety nets 
integrated into protection systems can reduce the 
risk of sexual violence among adolescent girls in 
Africa. 

Woog et al. examine the SRH needs of very young 
adolescents, aged 10-14 years, focusing mostly on 
adolescent girls. They find that globally, between 
3%-23% of adolescent girls aged 13-17 years 
experienced sexual violence in the last year.

A quarterly research digest highlighting the most important news and resources in adolescent well-being 
over the last three months.
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Noble et al. address a huge gap in the evidence 
base on approaches to reducing gender-based 
violence and support for girls’ empowerment in 
humanitarian settings. The report notes evaluations 
underway that promise to address this data gap.   

Fulu et al. find gendered pathways linking childhood 
trauma and harsh parenting to later experience 
of violence, and differentiate between men and 
women, with clear implications for adolescent girls 
and boys.

Other notable gender-related work addresses early 
adolescent childbearing; girl soldiers fighting with 
rebels in Uganda; differing impact of experiences of 
school-related violence among boys/girls; the impact 
of gender on adolescent health; and a systematic 
review finding that only 43% of ‘positive youth 
development programmes’ consider gender. 

Finally, if gender is “science fiction” for any 
colleagues you know, you may want to recommend 
that they try the on-line course “Engaging Men and 
Boys in Gender Equality Programming", scheduled 
to begin in October 2017!  

Paul Nary 
Senior Specialist 
HIV & AIDS Prevention & Adolescents 
UNICEF Eastern and Southern Africa  
Regional Office (ESARO 

LATEST RESEARCH

Adolescent Health 

Building the Foundations for Sustainable 
Development: a Case for Global Investment in the 
Capabilities of Adolescents

Sheehan, P. et al., The Lancet, April 2017.

Cost-benefit analyses show that global investments 
in adolescent’s capabilities can result in high 
economic and social returns. Improving the physical, 
mental and sexual health of adolescents, at the 
cost of US$4.6 per person per year from 2015 to 
2030, would bring a 10-fold economic benefit. 
12 million adolescent deaths and more than 30 
million unplanned pregnancies would be prevented. 
Improving road safety, at a cost of US$0.60 per 
person per year, would yield economic benefits 

about 6 times higher and prevent nearly 500,000 
adolescent deaths. Child marriage interventions, at 
US$3.8 per intervention, could cut child marriage 
by around a third and would have a 5.7-fold return 
on investment. These estimates suggest that 
comprehensive investments in adolescent health 
and well-being should be given high priority in 
national and international policy.

Download article [pdf]

Child and Adolescent Health from 1990 to 2015: 
Findings from the Global Burden of Diseases, 
Injuries, and Risk Factors 2015 Study

The Global Burden of Disease Child and Adolescent 
Health Collaboration, JAMA Pediatrics, June 2017.

Trends in mortality and non-fatal health loss 
across 195 countries present significant global 
decreases in child and adolescent mortality: 
from 14.18 million deaths in 1990 to 7.26 million 
deaths in 2015. However progress is unequal 
across countries. In countries with a low Socio-
demographic Index (SDI), mortality is the primary 
driver of health loss in children and adolescents, 
largely owing to infectious, nutritional, maternal, 
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and reproductive health and help protect them 
against violence. Recommended programmatic 
approaches include delivering CSE before young 
people enter sexual relationships, and providing 
financial incentives for girls to stay in school. There 
is also an urgent need to scale up programmes 
that address the root causes of child marriage and 
sexual violence, including those promoting equitable 
gender norms. 

Download report [pdf]

Violence Prevention

Understanding the Linkages between Social Safety 
Nets and Childhood Violence: A Review of the 
Evidence from Low- and Middle-income Countries

Peterman, A. et al., Health Policy and Planning, April 
2017.

A review of 14 impact evaluations of social safety 
nets (SSNs) finds they have the potential to reduce 
violence against children, but there remain large 
gaps in our understanding across typologies of 
violence, region and programme design. The 
evidence is stronger for impacts of sexual violence 
on female adolescents in Africa, including sexual 
exploitation. However, there is less clear evidence 
on other childhood violence types, such as violent 
discipline or peer bullying and few studies from 
the Middle East and Asia. Despite their potential, 
traditional SSNs are not designed with violence 
prevention as the primary objective – thus a 
strong argument is made for integration with child 
protection systems to leverage synergies. The 
review presents a theoretical framework to guide 
future research, policy and programmes. 

Download article [pdf]

and neonatal causes, while non-fatal health loss 
prevails in locations with a higher SDI. Maternal and 
reproductive health continues to be a key cause of 
disease burden for adolescent females, particularly 
in low SDI countries. Comprehensive and timely 
monitoring of the disease burden in all age groups, 
including children and adolescents, is essential 
for national programming for improving population 
health

Download article [pdf]

Sexual and Reproductive Health 

Mapping the Knowledge and Understanding of 
Menarche, Menstrual Hygiene and Menstrual 
Health among Adolescent Girls in Low- and 
Middle-income Countries

Chandra-Mouli, V. and Patel, S., Reproductive 
Health, March 2017.

Unlike other normal bodily processes, menstruation 
is still surrounded by widespread stigma, lack 
of understanding and poor sanitary practices. A 
systematic review carried out by WHO in Low- 
and Middle-income Countries (LMICs) finds 
that knowledge gaps and misconceptions on 
menstruation, combined with limited access to 
sanitary products, represent key impediments not 
only to girl’s health and well-being, but also to their 
education, community participation, and personal 
development. LMICs are urged to improve access 
to menstrual hygiene services and health care for 
girls both in schools and in communities, to improve 
the provision of education about menstrual health, 
and to enable a supportive environment where 
menstruation is seen as healthy and normal.

Download article [pdf]

The Sexual and Reproductive Health Needs of 
Very Young Adolescents Aged 10–14 In Developing 
Countries: What Does the Evidence Show?

Woog, V. and Kågesten, A., Guttmacher Institute, 
May 2017. 

Very early adolescence, defined as the years from 
10 to 14, is a critical time to lay the foundations for 
positive sexual and reproductive health outcomes. 
Global data on sexual debut from 2002 to 2015 
confirms that comprehensive sexuality education 
(CSE) provided to very young adolescents can 
support informed, healthy decisions on their sexual 
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State of the Evidence: A Systematic Review of 
Approaches to Reduce Gender-Based Violence and 
Support the Empowerment of Adolescent Girls in 
Humanitarian Settings

Noble E. et al., Trauma, Violence and Abuse, March 
2017. 

This systematic review examines the evidence base 
for programming that seeks to reduce violence 
against adolescent girls in humanitarian contexts. 
Existing strategies focus on the implementation of 
safe spaces, teaching livelihood skills and financial 
literacy, and building social assets and self-esteem. 
However, there is currently limited systematic 
evidence examining girl-specific empowerment. 
Impact evaluations are currently being undertaken 
to further examine what works to reduce violence 
in humanitarian settings, in part due to the growing 
investments to address this evidence gap. 

Download article [not open access]

Intergenerational Effects

Pathways between Childhood Trauma, Intimate 
Partner Violence, and Harsh Parenting: Findings 
from the United Nations (UN) Multi-country Study 
on Men and Violence in Asia and the Pacific

Fulu, E. et al., The Lancet Global Health, May 2017 

A recent UN multi-country study in Asia and 
the Pacific identifies significant, often gendered 
pathways that connect childhood trauma, intimate 
partner violence (IPV), and harsh parenting. For 
men, all forms of childhood trauma were associated 
with IPV perpetration. For women, childhood trauma 
was associated with both physical and sexual IPV. 
The cycle of violence is fuelled by a culture within 
the home that normalises physical discipline of 
both women and children. The study calls for multi-
level prevention interventions that promote positive 
parenting, address gender inequality and challenge 
the normalization of violence across the life course. 

Download article [pdf]

Girl Child Marriage as a Risk Factor for Early 
Childhood Development and Stunting

Efevbera Y. et al., Social Science & Medicine, May 
2017 

Data from 16 countries across sub-Saharan Africa 
confirms that girl child marriage is a risk factor for 
early childhood development and health. Children 
born to women who marry before age 18 show 
a 25% higher chance of being developmentally 
off-track and a 29% higher chance of being 
stunted than children whose mothers married later. 
Socio-economic factors such as education, rural 
location, and poverty, mediate the impact of girl 
marriage on child development and health. These 
findings support the case for raising marriage 
age to above 18, as well as the need for targeted 
national programmes to improve access to health 
and education for girls and children in poorer, rural 
communities. 

Download article [not open access]

Economic Empowerment

Effects of Public Policy on Child Labor: Current 
Knowledge, Gaps and Implications for Programme 
Design

Dammert, A. et al., World Bank Group, Policy 
Research Working Paper, March 2017.

Anti-poverty programmes have strong potential 
to improve schooling outcomes and reduce child 
labour. However, demand for child and adolescent 
work may inadvertently increase when anti-poverty 
programmes affect household entrepreneurial 
activities and labour market opportunities. 
Children may, for instance, take over activities 
previously carried out by adults when public works 
programmes provide new economic opportunities 
outside the household to adults. This World Bank 
study summarizes the evidence generated by 
rigorous impact evaluations on the effects of social 
protection and labour market programmes on child 
labour. Findings may be particularly relevant for 
older children and adolescents who have a higher 
ability to carry out economic activities and chores. 
Potential beneficial and adverse effects on children 
should be considered in programme design.

Download article [pdf]
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Positive Youth Development

A Systematic Review of Positive Youth Development 
(PYD) Programmes in Low- and Middle-Income 
Countries

YouthPower Learning, April 2017.

This review documents the use and effectiveness 
of Positive Youth development (PYD) approaches 
in 97 programmes across 60 Low and Middle-
income Countries. Only 11% of programmes 
explicitly describe themselves as PYD. The rest 
implement aspects of PYD approaches, but without 
a theoretical underpinning and understanding of 
PYD. The review finds there is a lack of robust 
and consistent measurement of PYD outcomes. 
Evaluations tend to measure sector- or topic-specific 
outcomes (e.g. on the labour market), rather 
than outcomes for young people, such as assets, 
agency, contribution and enabling environment. 
The most successful programmes impacting youth 
development outcomes have strong youth-led 
and youth-centred implementation and evaluation 
designs. However, few programmes are inclusive of 
marginalized groups and only 43% consider gender. 

Download report [pdf]

Financial Education’s Contribution to Girls’ Economic 
Empowerment: A Global Review

Singh, J. and Schneiders, M., Aflatoun International, 
March 2017. 

Education programmes on girl’s economic 
empowerment are more robust when they combine 
financial components with social and health 
components, such as social education, sexual 
and reproductive health education, and vocational 
training. Tailoring interventions to different age 
groups is also critical, with older adolescents 
benefiting from an added focus on business 
education, careers advice, and life skills training. 
Specific attention is required to reach vulnerable 
adolescent girls, both in and out of school. Scale-
up and integration into formal education systems 
should be considered from the start, when 
the overall strategy and long-term vision of a 
programme is being defined. 

Download report [pdf] and policy brief [pdf]

Violence in Schools

Las Violencias en el Espacio Escolar (Violence in 
School Spaces)

Trucco, D. and Inostroza, P., Comisión Económica 
para América Latina y el Caribe (CEPAL), March 
2017. 

Learning outcomes are directly affected by levels 
of violence in schools, with peer victimization 
being the main source of classroom violence. A 
large scale assessment of learning achievements 
in 15 countries in Latin America and the Caribbean 
(TERCE) finds that adolescent boys face higher 
rates of physical aggression, whereas girls are more 
likely to be victims of bullying and psychological 
abuse. Minority groups experience the highest rates 
of violence, in particular indigenous populations, 
migrants, and students of low socio-economic 
status. Recommendations for preventing school 
violence include: creating positive masculine 
identities; actively involving students and families 
in establishing safe spaces; and training teachers to 
value social diversity. 

Download report [pdf]
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World Health Organisation (WHO) Guidance on 
Improving Adolescent Health

According to a new report by WHO Global 
Accelerated Action for the Health of Adolescents 
(AA-HA!), more than 3,000 adolescents die 
every day from largely preventable causes, such 
as road injuries, respiratory infections, self-
harm. Boys are at higher risk of interpersonal 
violence and girls are vulnerable to pregnancy 
complications. Recommended interventions 
include: comprehensive sexuality education; higher 
age limits for alcohol consumption; mandating 
seat-belts and helmets; reducing access to and use 
of firearms; increasing access to safe water, and 
sanitation. 
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This series of seven briefs was 
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Columbia University and the Lancet 
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Adolescence is a critical period of cognitive, emotional, physical, and sexual development with consequences across the life course

More quality research is necessary

RESOURCES

UNICEF–Innocenti’s New Series of Briefs on How to 
Conduct Research with Adolescents

Developed by UNICEF and experts from Columbia 
University and the Lancet Commission on 
Adolescent Health and Well-being, these seven 
evidence briefs provide a review of contemporary 
research methodologies for adolescent well-being 
in low-and middle-income countries. The briefs 
cover a range of topics including: indicators and 
data sources; ethics; research with disadvantaged 
and vulnerable groups; participatory research; 
measurement of the social and structural 
determinants of adolescent health; and adolescent 
economic strengthening interventions. 
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Full report, Infographic and Executive Summary are 
available online.

Young Lives’ Guide to Longitudinal Research

This guide provides insight into the methods and 
processes involved in carrying out a multi-country 
longitudinal study with young people. It covers 
issues such as sampling, cohort maintenance, and 
computer-assisted personal interviewing. Lessons 
are also shared on building and managing research 
partnerships, managing and analysing data, and 
using research to influence policy.

Global Early Adolescent Study (GEAS) Toolkit

The GEAS toolkit includes research tools developed 
as part of an international study to understand the 
factors that predispose adolescents, aged 10-14, 
to sexual health risks. The tools include a parent/
guardian questionnaire, a gender norms instrument, 
and a Health+ instrument, with additional 
modules on violence, schools, puberty, and peer 
relationships.

The Impact Initiatives’ Key Issues Guide on 
Research with Children and Young People

This review draws on a synthesis of research 
outputs by the Economic and Social Research 
Council and the UK Department for International 
Development (DFID). Key insights and 
recommended reading are shared on: livelihoods 
and aspirations; mobile technology; access to 
education; improving outcomes in food, nutrition 
and health choices.

UNICEF Report on Protecting Children on the Move 
from Violence, Abuse and Exploitation

In 2015-2016, at least 300,000 unaccompanied 
children and adolescents were recorded in over 
80 countries. As part of the ‘Children Uprooted’ 
campaign, UNICEF’s ‘A child is a child’ report shows 
how the lack of safe and legal pathways for refugee 
and migrant youth feeds a booming market for 
human smuggling and puts them at risk of violence, 
abuse and exploitation. Building on recent UNICEF 
policy proposals, it sets out ways that governments 
can better protect vulnerable children. In parallel, 
UNHCR released its Global Report 2016 including 
data on forcibly displaced and stateless youth.

UNESCO Recommendations to the Education 
Sector on Early and Unintended Pregnancy

Evidence shows that the education sector has 
a critical role to play in preventing unintended 
pregnancy and ensuring pregnant and parenting girls 
can return to school. Five priority areas for action 
are identified: access to quality education to prevent 
child marriage; re-entry and/or continuation policies 
for pregnant or parenting learners; comprehensive 
sexuality education; school health services and 
links to external health services; and a safe and 
supportive learning environment.

MEASURE Evaluation Guidelines on Best Practices 
for Adolescent- and Youth-friendly HIV Services

Developed by the USAID-funded MEASURE 
Evaluation, these guidelines are informed by a 
review of 13 projects offering adolescent and youth-
friendly HIV services. Guidance is provided on how 
to use and adapt best practices to improve the 
quality of services for young people.

Child Fund Alliance’s Review of official development 
spending to end violence against children

The first official development assistance (ODA) 
review of its kind, reveals that only 0.6% out of a 
total $174 billion global ODA budget was allocated 
to ending violence against children (VAC) in 2015 
– equating to less than $0.65 per child in recipient 
countries. The report recommends that individual 
donors systematically track spending to end VAC 
as a stand-alone category, and that the OECD-
Development Assistance Committee Database 
explore the inclusion of a specific VAC marker. 
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UNESCO Report on Youth and Violent Extremism in 
Morocco 

A recent UNESCO report on violent extremism in 
Morocco urges national and international authorities 
to act jointly to prevent adolescents becoming 
victims of radical recruitment. Working groups 
made policy recommendations for addressing youth 
radicalization in schools and the media, providing 
jobs and economic opportunities, and increasing 
civic engagement. 

Call to Action on Violence and Child Pregnancy in 
Latin America and the Caribbean

The Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, 
Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against 
Women, known as the Convention of Belém 
do Pará, has launched the Hemispheric Report 
on Sexual Violence and Child Pregnancy. 
Recommendations include: reforming laws to 
increase marriage age to 18 years; guaranteeing 
education on sexual and reproductive rights in 
schools; improving access to justice for girls who 
experience sexual violence; and producing evidence 
to inform public policies. 

Innovative Research on Gender-based Violence 
(GBV)

Innovations aimed at preventing GBV were awarded 
special recognition by WHO and SRVI. Projects with 
an adolescent focus include:

• Building research capacity and data use for 
Gender-based Violence prevention and response 
in adolescents/young adults in Nigeria and 
Rwanda – Together for Girls.

• Development of standard measures to support 
Gender-Based Cyber Violence (GBCV) prevention 
in Uganda – International Center for Research on 
Women (ICRW).

• Combatting culturally-endorsed sexual violence 
in Kyrgyzstan through innovative education and 
information technology (with a focus on child 
marriage and marriage by abduction) - American 
University of Central Asia (AUCA).

NEWS

Call on G7 leaders to Better Protect Refugee and 
Migrant Children

On the occasion of the G7 world leaders’ meeting 
in Sicily on 26-27 May, UNICEF urged governments 
to adopt a six-point agenda for action in order to 
protect and guarantee the rights of children as they 
move. Relatedly, Ecuador’s newly adopted law on 
human mobility represents a major step forward in 
the protection of vulnerable child and adolescent 
migrants, refugees, and trafficking victims. 

The Lancet launches a new journal on Child and 
Adolescent Health

The newly released monthly journal, Lancet 
Child & Adolescent Health, publishes research or 
evidence-based reviews that will directly impact 
clinical practice or child health across the disciplines 
of paediatrics, adolescent medicine, and child 
development. Full details on how to submit a paper 
can be found at the Lancet’s online submission 
page. 

New Guidelines for Children in the Justice System 
released

Guidelines for treating young people who come into 
contact with the justice system have been released 
by the International Association of Youth and Family 
Judges and Magistrates. Instructions cover all 
interventions of justice systems prior, pending or 
following judicial interventions. They are intended 
for practitioners whose professional activities are 
devoted to children and justice, as well as for policy 
makers, and legislators. 

Menstrual Hygiene Day – Online resources available

On Menstrual Hygiene Day (28 May), organizations 
around the world promoted campaigns to raise 
awareness about good hygiene management for 
adolescent girls. A collection of campaign materials 
and resources can be found on the Menstrual 
Hygiene Day website.

http://bit.ly/2sEGift
http://bit.ly/2sEGift
http://bit.ly/2siF36s
http://bit.ly/2siF36s
http://bit.ly/2tEcuUq
http://bit.ly/2tEcuUq
http://bit.ly/2t91rlq
http://bit.ly/2t91rlq
http://bit.ly/2ti6Zsp
http://bit.ly/2ti6Zsp
http://bit.ly/2ti6Zsp
http://bit.ly/2ti6Zsp
"
http://bit.ly/2sjglTg"
"
http://bit.ly/2sjglTg"
"
http://bit.ly/2sjglTg"
http://bit.ly/2uii3WK
http://bit.ly/2uii3WK
http://bit.ly/2uii3WK
http://uni.cf/2t9KpDV
http://uni.cf/2t9KpDV
http://uni.cf/2uhsBVZ
http://bit.ly/2uhGhAa
http://bit.ly/2uhGhAa
http://bit.ly/2tIZs8W
http://bit.ly/2tIZs8W
http://bit.ly/2uhGCmq
http://bit.ly/2uhGCmq
http://bit.ly/2tEC77y
http://bit.ly/2tEC77y
http://bit.ly/2uhXEB4
http://bit.ly/2sEBJBU
http://bit.ly/2sEBJBU
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UPCOMING EVENTS

United Nations Youth-dedicated Days 

In June the UN celebrates World Refugee Day and 
the International Day for the Elimination of Sexual 
Violence in Conflict. Adolescent-related UN actions 
and useful resources can be consulted on the 
respective websites. Then, 15 July is World Youth 
Skills Day, while 12 August is International Youth 
Day , focusing this year on peace building and social 
justice.

International Society for Child Indicators Conference

This conference will discuss the latest child 
indicator research and implications. The theme is 
‘Children in a World of Opportunities: innovations 
in research, policy and practice’. Relevant topics for 
discussion include children’s rights indicators, social 
media and well-being, and adolescent well-being 
and mental health.  

Organizers: McGill University

Date: 28-30 June 2017 
Location: Montreal, Canada 
Registration

Girl Up Leadership Summit 

More than 300 girl advocates from around the world 
will convene for the sixth annual Girl Up Leadership 
Summit. Over three days, young change-makers 
will have the opportunity to participate in leadership 
training, learn from influential speakers, engage in 
skills-based workshops, and lead an official lobby day 
on Capitol Hill.

Organizers: United Nations Foundation

Date: 16-19 July 2017 
Location: Washington, D.C., USA 
Registration 

Sexual Violence Research Initiative (SVRI) Forum 
2017

This forum will showcase research and innovation on 
sexual violence, intimate partner violence, and child 
abuse and maltreatment. Sub-themes include the 
interconnections between different forms of violence 
across the lifespan, and child participation in research 
on childhood violence and abuse.

Organizers: Sexual Violence Research Initiative

Date: 18-21 September 2017 
Location: Rio de Janeiro, Brazil 
Registration

© UNICEF/UN014974/Estey

http://bit.ly/2tEsBS3
http://bit.ly/2tJ5RB3
http://bit.ly/2tJ5RB3
http://bit.ly/2t9xT7a
http://bit.ly/2t9xT7a
http://bit.ly/2tIL9l3
http://bit.ly/2tIL9l3
http://bit.ly/2uhWGF1
http://bit.ly/2tIKX4Y
http://bit.ly/2tEnhy7
http://bit.ly/2t9pmRN
http://bit.ly/2uhO4xS
http://bit.ly/2uhO4xS
http://bit.ly/2tITSUj
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Online Courses

Engaging Men and Boys in Gender Equality 
Programming

This e-learning course will examine concepts 
of masculinity, patriarchy and intersectionality. 
Participants will learn how to engage men and boys 
on issues such as gender-based violence, sexual 
and reproductive health and rights, domestic work, 
caregiving, education, and women’s economic 
empowerment.  

Organizers: The Global Human Rights Education and 
Training Centre (HREA)

Date: 11 October  - 21 November 2017 
Location: Online 
Registration 

ADDITIONAL READING

Other interesting reading selected by our team  
(*= not open access).

Adejimi, A. et al., Evaluation of HIV Prevention 
Programme among Out-of-school Youths: 
Achievements and Implications of HIV/
AIDS Funded Project in Osun State, Nigeria, 
International Journal of Adolescence and Youth, 
May 2017.

Arsenijević, J. et al., A Crisis of Protection and Safe 
Passage: Violence Experienced by Migrants/
Refugees Travelling along the Western Balkan 
Corridor to Northern Europe, Conflict and Health, 
April 2017. 

Bridges, S. et al., Youth Unemployment and Earnings 
in Africa: Evidence from Tanzanian Retrospective 
Data, Journal of African Economies, March 2017.*

Calder, R. et al., Girl Landscaping Studies (Pakistan, 
Nepal and Bangladesh), UK Department for 
International Development, April 2017.

Decker, M. et al., Early Adolescent Childbearing in 
Low- and Middle-income Countries: Associations 
with Income Inequity, Human Development and 
Gender Equality, Health Policy and Planning, 
March 2017.*

Dowd, C., How Does Work Feature in Literature 
on Youth Participation in Violence? Institute of 
Development Studies Working Paper 485, March 
2017.

Franco Gavonel, M., Patterns and Drivers of Internal 
Migration among Youth in Ethiopia, India, Peru 
and Vietnam, Young Lives Working Paper 169, 
March 2017.

Gustavsson, M. et al., Girl Soldiers with Lord’s 
Resistance Army in Uganda Fighting for Survival: 
Experiences of Young Women Abducted by LRA, 
Children's Geographies, March 2017.*

Handebo, S. et al., Does Social Connectedness 
Influence Risky Sexual Behaviours? Findings 
from Ethiopian Youths, International Journal of 
Adolescence and Youth, March 2017.

Hewett, P. et al., Cluster Randomized Evaluation 
of Adolescent Girls Empowerment Programme 
(AGEP): Study Protocol, BMC Public Health, May 
2017.

Iyer, P., ‘Due to All this Fear, We’re Getting Less 
Freedom’: Young People’s Understandings of 
Gender and Sexual Violence in New Delhi, India, 
Gender and Education, April 2017.*

Jolliffe, P., Karen Youth Transitions at the Thai-
Myanmar Border, Journal of Youth Studies, May 
2017.*

Kidman, R. and Anglewicz, P., Why are Orphaned 
Adolescents More Likely to be HIV Positive? 
Distinguishing between Maternal and Sexual HIV 
Transmission using 17 Nationally Representative 
Data Sets in Africa, Journal of Adolescent Health, 
March 2017.* 

Knopf, A. et al., Sexual Learning among East African 
Adolescents in the Context of Generalized HIV 
Epidemics: A Systematic Qualitative Meta-
synthesis, PLoS ONE, March 2017.

Kohli, A. et al., Preventing Risky Behaviours among 
Young Adolescents in Eastern Democratic 
Republic of Congo: A Qualitative Study, Global 
Public Health, April 2017.*

La Pépinière, Les transitions et les trajectoires 
des adolescentes et des jeunes femmes à 
l’economic empowerment (Adolescent Girls 

http://bit.ly/2uhXaLl
http://bit.ly/2uhXaLl
http://conta.cc/2uib3c7
http://bit.ly/2uhHQOx
http://bit.ly/2uhHQOx
http://bit.ly/2uhHQOx
http://bit.ly/2uhHQOx
http://bit.ly/2tEvvWR
http://bit.ly/2tEvvWR
http://bit.ly/2tEvvWR
http://bit.ly/2tEvvWR
http://bit.ly/2uhR3qh
http://bit.ly/2uhR3qh
http://bit.ly/2uhR3qh
http://bit.ly/2t9yq9a
http://bit.ly/2t9yq9a
http://bit.ly/2uhUM76
http://bit.ly/2uhUM76
http://bit.ly/2uhUM76
http://bit.ly/2uhUM76
http://bit.ly/2sEVx85
http://bit.ly/2sEVx85
http://bit.ly/2syVbF3
http://bit.ly/2syVbF3
http://bit.ly/2syVbF3
http://bit.ly/2sEIVhw
http://bit.ly/2sEIVhw
http://bit.ly/2sEIVhw
http://bit.ly/2t9nKHW
http://bit.ly/2t9nKHW
http://bit.ly/2t9nKHW
http://bit.ly/2sjlOtB
http://bit.ly/2sjlOtB
http://bit.ly/2sjlOtB
http://bit.ly/2t9vnxM
http://bit.ly/2t9vnxM
http://bit.ly/2t9vnxM
http://bit.ly/2syCFwl
http://bit.ly/2syCFwl
http://bit.ly/2t9oDQt
http://bit.ly/2t9oDQt
http://bit.ly/2t9oDQt
http://bit.ly/2t9oDQt
http://bit.ly/2t9oDQt
http://bit.ly/2tIRDjz
http://bit.ly/2tIRDjz
http://bit.ly/2tIRDjz
http://bit.ly/2tIRDjz
http://bit.ly/2tEni58
http://bit.ly/2tEni58
http://bit.ly/2tEni58
http://bit.ly/2sEJibP
http://bit.ly/2sEJibP
http://bit.ly/2sEJibP
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and Young Women’s Transitions and Trajectories 
to Economic Empowerment), La Pépinière 
programme for adolescent and young women in 
DRC, March 2017.

Lemon, E. et al., Pathways to Adolescent 
Childbearing among Kaqchikel Women in 
Guatemala, Culture, Health & Sexuality, March 
2017.*

Lesclingand, M. and  Hertrich, V., Quand les Filles 
Donnent le Ton. Migrations Adolescentes au 
Mali, (When the Girls Set the Tone. Adolescent 
Migration in Mali’, Population, May 2017.*

Liou, P., Profiles of Adolescents’ Motivational Beliefs 
in Science Learning and Science Achievement 
in 26 countries: Results from TIMSS 2011 data, 
International Journal of Educational Research, 
March 2017.

Murshid, N. , Bullying Victimization and Mental 
Health Outcomes of Adolescents in Myanmar, 
Pakistan, and Sri Lanka, Children and Youth 
Services Review, May 2017.*

Overseas Development Institute, Violence against 
Women and Girls in South Asia – Collection 
of Country Reports, Literature Reviews and 
Thematic Papers from Bangladesh, Nepal and 
Pakistan, March 2017

Plourde, K. et al., Mentoring Interventions and the 
Impact of Protective Assets on the Reproductive 
Health of Adolescent Girls and Young Women, 
Journal of Adolescent Health, May 2017.*

Santos, D.  et al., La Vulnerabilidad de los 
Adolescentes en la Investigación y en la Práctica 
Clínica, (Vulnerability of Adolescents in Clinical 
Research and Practice), Revista Bioética, March 
2017. 

Sidanar, E. and Orgera, A., Smart School Meals, 
Nutrition-Sensitive National Programmes in 
Latin America and the Caribbean, A Review of 
16 Countries, World Food Programme, April 2017.

Sloand, E. et al., Experiences of Violence and Abuse 
among Internally Displaced Adolescent Girls 
Following a Natural Disaster, Journal of Advanced 
Nursing, May 2017.*

Stark, L. et al., Disclosure Bias for Group versus 
Individual Reporting of Violence amongst 
Conflict-affected Adolescent Girls in DRC and 
Ethiopia, PLoS ONE, April 2017.

Thurman, T. et al., Effect of a Bereavement Support 
Group on Female Adolescents' Psychological 
Health: A Randomised Controlled Trial in South 
Africa, Lancet Global Health, April 2017.

Wandera, S. et al., Violence against Children 
Perpetrated by Peers: A Cross-sectional School-
based Survey in Uganda, Child Abuse & Neglect, 
June 2017.

West, A., Child Trafficking and Child Welfare, Journal 
of Human Trafficking, April 2017.*

Zlotnick, C. et al., Adolescent Immigrants, the 
Impact of Gender on Health Status, European 
Journal of Public Health, June 2017.*

http://bit.ly/2uCP6Uq
http://bit.ly/2uCP6Uq
http://bit.ly/2uCP6Uq
http://bit.ly/2sjoSWu
http://bit.ly/2sjoSWu
http://bit.ly/2sjoSWu
http://bit.ly/2uCPeTU
http://bit.ly/2uCPeTU
http://bit.ly/2uCPeTU
http://bit.ly/2uhDIOt
http://bit.ly/2uhDIOt
http://bit.ly/2uhDIOt
http://bit.ly/2tC7H6B
http://bit.ly/2tC7H6B
http://bit.ly/2tC7H6B
http://bit.ly/2tC7H6B
http://bit.ly/2tC7H6B
http://bit.ly/2tiyuBY
http://bit.ly/2tiyuBY
http://bit.ly/2tiyuBY
http://bit.ly/2uCxc4k
http://bit.ly/2uCxc4k
http://bit.ly/2uCxc4k
http://bit.ly/2sERV67
http://bit.ly/2sERV67
http://bit.ly/2sERV67
http://bit.ly/2sERV67
http://bit.ly/2tJ6yKy
http://bit.ly/2tJ6yKy
http://bit.ly/2tJ6yKy
http://bit.ly/2tEykY7
http://bit.ly/2tEykY7
http://bit.ly/2tEykY7
http://bit.ly/2tEykY7
http://bit.ly/2tBX5nW
http://bit.ly/2tBX5nW
http://bit.ly/2tBX5nW
http://bit.ly/2tBX5nW
http://bit.ly/2sj3j8C
http://bit.ly/2sj3j8C
http://bit.ly/2sj3j8C
http://bit.ly/2tEJSKY
http://bit.ly/2sF6dUd
http://bit.ly/2sF6dUd


Innocenti Research Digest | Adolescence 06-2017

- 12  -

UNICEF Office of Research – Innocenti 
Florence, Italy
www.unicef-irc.org
+ 39 055 20330 
florence@unicef.org 
@UNICEFInnocenti

The Office of Research – Innocenti is UNICEF’s dedicated research centre. Publications produced by the Office contribute to a global debate on 
issues affecting children.  The findings, interpretations and conclusions expressed in this Digest are those of the authors and do not necessarily 
reflect the policies or views of UNICEF and DFID.  For rights of reproduction or translation, apply to UNICEF Office of Research – Innocenti. 
Short extracts may be reproduced unaltered without authorization on condition that the source is indicated. © UNICEF Office of Research

Research 
for Children
at Innocenti

CONTRIBUTORS TO THIS EDITION

Contributors: Emma Bell, Emanuela Bianchera, 
Emma Haegeman, Erika Fraser, Paul Nary, 
Anna Parke, Ines Silva, Victoria Schauerhammer

Advisors: Kerry Albright, Bina D’ Costa, 
Michelle Godwin, Amber Peterman, Alina Potts, 
Elayn Sammon, Jeremy Schusterman

Design: Patricia Arquero

Production: Sarah Marchant 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

Our thanks to the UK Department for International 
Development (DFID) for funding this Digest as 
part of the research programme: The Social and 
Structural Determinants of Adolescent Well-being 
(2014-2018).

DISCLAIMER

The findings, interpretations and conclusions 
expressed in this Digest are those of the authors 
and do not necessarily reflect the policies or views 
of UNICEF, DFID or Social Development Direct.

The Innocenti Research Digest | Adolescence is a pilot project. 

If you find it useful, kindly respond to the three questions on this LINK (no registration)

CONNECT WITH US

For more information or to subscribe for  
Innocenti Research Digest | Adolescence: 
ebianchera@unicef.org

Keep up to date with research and publications at 
UNICEF Office of Research-Innocenti on:  

Website | Twitter | Facebook

http://www.unicef-irc.org
mailto:florence%40unicef.org?subject=
https://twitter.com/UNICEFInnocenti
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/department-for-international-development
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/department-for-international-development
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd7_wIDHcuUVKVh7DsQx6yDL0egxykIW_PolG8-xL9xkjh11w/viewform?c=0&w=1
mailto:ebianchera%40unicef.org?subject=Research%20Digest
http://unicef-irc.org
https://twitter.com/UNICEFInnocenti
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Unicef-Innocenti-Research-Centre/141344639275071

