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GUEST EDITORIAL
Editorial on 63rd Commission on the Status of
Women, and UNICEF’s side event on: Gender
and Adolescent Responsive Social Protection
Adolescent and Gender-Responsive Social
Protection at CSW 63: Bringing evidence
to the forefront
Social protection and its impact on the lives of
women and girls were given center stage in
March, when the 63rd annual Commission on
the Status of Women (CSW) was held in New
York. After two weeks of discussing issues
affecting women and girls – with a focus on
social protection systems, access to public
services and sustainable infrastructure for gender
equality – Member States adopted the ‘Agreed
Conclusions’.

This outcome document stipulates commitments
by States on these issues. Given the multiplicity of
interests and viewpoints in the room, and the fact
that CSW meetings in the past have concluded
with no agreement, the ‘Agreed Conclusions’ are an
achievement in and of themselves. But the process
also highlighted the obstacles gender equality
activists face in the current political climate, and the
lessons they must keep in mind as they gear up for
the 25th anniversary of the Beijing Declaration and
Platform for Action (Beijing+25).
Too often, social protection gets equated with cash
transfers and social assistance programmes. At
CSW 63, it was encouraging to see the emphasis
on supportive public services and infrastructure in
enhancing women and girls’ lives and well-being –
especially in relation to health, education and care
services – and the hidden cost of cash transfer
programmes on women’s and girls’ time.

© UNICEF/UN0287458/Nesbitt
GAGE Director and ODI Principal Research Fellow Dr Nicola Jones (front) and UNICEF Innocenti Deputy Director Dr Prerna Banati at the side event “Gender- and adolescent-responsive social
protection: unleashing the potential of social protection for adolescent girls and women” at the 63rd Commission on the Status of Women at UNHQ.
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The formal and informal discussions during CSW
showcased best practices in policies, programmes
and evidence generation, and identified challenges
in responding to the specific rights and needs of
women and girls when designing and implementing
social protection systems and services. The
presence of young girls in many of the discussions –
asking difficult yet important questions to the highlevel delegates – helped ensure that girls’ voices,
realities, and participation remained central to the
CSW’s deliberations and agreed conclusions.

SOCIAL PROTECTION
“Min ILA” Cash Transfer Programme for
Displaced Syrian Children in Lebanon (UNICEF
and WFP): Impact Evaluation Endline Report
De Hoop, J. et al., American Institutes for Research
(AIR) and UNICEF Innocenti, February 2019
Over half of displaced Syrian children in Lebanon
are not enrolled in school. A pilot child-focused
cash transfer programme, known as the No Lost
Generation (Min Ila), was designed to reduce
negative coping strategies harmful to children and
reduce barriers to children’s school attendance,
including financial barriers and reliance on child
labour. Positive impacts on child well-being
outcomes, including food security, health, child
work, school enrollment, and attendance were
found after one year of programme implementation.
Results also show equivalent average spending for
girls and boys on education, as well as decreased
girls involvement in unpaid domestic work,
suggesting the programme has potential to address
gender inequalities. The pilot is an encouraging
model of a cash transfer programme implemented
in refugee settings.

As someone who works on issues relating to
young girls, I was especially heartened to hear the
emphasis on a life-course and gender-responsive
approach to social protection. An event coorganized by UNICEF, DFID and the ODI-GAGE
programme called for social protection programmes
to be designed and implemented in ways that
help redistribute care work, take off burden from
girls and women, address specific sexual and
reproductive health needs among adolescents,
and provide women and girls with safe, inclusive,
and accountable access to public services and
sustainable infrastructure.
However, the important milestones achieved during
CSW took place against the sobering backdrop of
rising conservatism and pushback on decades of
painstaking progress achieved by gender equality
advocates. The new buzz-phrase in the second week
of CSW was to ‘push back against the push back’.
The Commission did reach agreed conclusions – but
negotiations were neither easy nor pleasant. Gender
equality activists faced determined efforts to scale
back on already agreed commitments and language,
including the term ‘gender’ itself.

Download report [pdf] and view UNICEF Innocenti Blog

I came away from CSW 63 convinced more than
ever that activism needs to be tempered with robust
evidence that shows that improving lives of women
and girls is the smart thing to do. It will be crucial
for gender equality and women’s rights activists to
prioritize evidence generation and learning in the
preparations for Beijing+25. As CSW showed, data
can be critical fuel for political discussions on gender
equality and gender-responsive social protection –
and for ensuring Member States don’t back away
from their commitments to women and girls.
Shreyasi Jha
Senior Gender & Development Specialist
Gender and Rights
UNICEF
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EDUCATION, TRANSITIONS TO WORK
AND UNPAID CARE

Government of Malawi’s Unconditional Cash
Transfer Improves Youth Mental Health
Angeles, G. et al., Social Science & Medicine,
March 2019

Behind the Numbers: Ending School Violence
and Bullying
Giannini, S., UNESCO, January 2019

This article explores how a scaled-up Social Cash
Transfer Programme (SCTP) affects the mental
health of young people in ultra-poor households
in Malawi. Findings show that the cash transfer
lowered depression symptoms among youth at
endline, particularly among girls aged 15-22. Key
contributing factors to programme impact include:
improved education, health, caregiver stress levels
and life satisfaction, perceived social support, and
reduced participation in hard and unpleasant work.
Findings underline the inter-generational effect
of mental health from caregiver to youth, and the
potential of unconditional cash grants to improve
youth mental well-being and break the cycle of
poverty and poor mental health.

Based on large-scale international surveys from
144 countries, this UNESCO study provides the
most up-to-date evidence on school violence and
bullying, including global and regional prevalence
and trends. The study found that almost one in
three students (32%) has been bullied by their
peers at school at least once in the last month. The
publication also includes an analysis of factors that
contribute to effective national responses, based on
a series of case studies commissioned by UNESCO
of countries that have succeeded in reducing the
prevalence of school violence and bullying or have
maintained low levels of school violence over time.

Download article [pdf]

Download book [pdf]

Building Dreams: The Short-term Impacts
of a Conditional Cash Transfer Program on
Aspirations for Higher Education
García, S. et al., International Journal of Educational
Development, January 2019

Teacher Gender, Student Gender, and Primary
School Achievement: Evidence from Ten
Francophone African Countries
Lee, J. et al., Journal of Development Studies, April
2019

Data collected for the impact evaluation of the
conditional cash transfer programme, Familias en
Acción [Families in Action] in Colombia, reveals
that the programme increased the likelihood of
parents’ and students’ aspirring to higher education
by 11 and 20 per cent respectively. The impact
was significantly higher in vulnerable households.
Educational aspirations affect educational
investments and attainment such as test scores,
years of schooling and enrolment in higher
education programmes in the short term. To enable
long-term educational attainment, an integrated
effort that invests in both supply- and demandside factors, is needed. Such factors might include
providing specific information on higher education
programmes and financial services, providing access
to financial aid, and offering academic support to
prevent dropping out from higher education.

Using an education assessment dataset covering
1800 primary schools and 31,000 grade six students
from 10 francophone Western and Central African
countries, this study analyses the relationship
between teacher gender, student gender, and
student achievement. Findings indicate that for
girls, having a female teacher increases maths and
reading performance. For boys, however, teacher
gender has no effect. Traditional academic gender
stereotypes remain prevalent among both male
and female teachers. Findings suggest that hiring
more female teachers in the region can reduce
educational gender gaps, without having a negative
impact on boys.
Download article [pdf]
A Quantum Leap for Gender Equality: For a
Better Future of Work for All
Begini, V. et al., International Labour Organization,
March 2019

Download article [pdf]

The report highlights key gender gaps and
obstacles to decent work for women and girls. It
explores the structural barriers, including unpaid
care work and workplace harassment, that shape
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the nature and extent of female engagement
in paid employment, and examines how laws,
policies and practices in certain countries have
addressed them. Recommended measures to
support transitions to work include harnessing
technology for life skills learning, enhancing voice
and representation, investing in the care economy
and creating an enabling environment to encourage
entrepreneurship and the shift from informal to
formal economy.

norms and increase their risk of experiencing
violence. Interventions to address violence against
adolescent girls in this setting should include
financial support for young women and their
families and greater access to education, as well
as the provision of safe spaces and safe transport.
Parallel community-based interventions should be
implemented to address public sexual harassment.
Download article [pdf]

Download report [pdf]

PHYSICAL, SEXUAL AND REPRODUCTIVE
HEALTH

PROTECTION IN DEVELOPMENT AND
HUMANITARIAN SETTINGS

Progress in Adolescent Health and Well-being:
tracking 12 headline indicators for 195 countries
and territories, 1990–2016
Azzoppardi et al., The Lancet, March 2019

Risk Factors for Childhood Violence and Polyvictimisation: A Cross-country Analysis from
Three Regions
Palermo, T. et al., Child Abuse & Neglect, February
2019

This Lancet review tracks progress in adolescent
health using country-level estimates of 12 headline
indicators from the Lancet Commission on
adolescent health and well-being, from 1990 to
2016. Between these years, a decrease in disease
burden in many countries has been offset by
population growth in countries with the poorest
adolescent health profiles. The rapid nutritional
transition is evident in the growth of health risks
like obesity and substance abuse. In terms of social
determinants of health, child marriage and early
pregnancy rates remain high, with an estimated 66
million women aged 20–24 years married before
the age of 18. Not addressing social and structural
determinants of health, including a lack of quality
education, few employment opportunities and
inequitable gender norms diminish this generation’s
prospects for health, well-being, and economic
participation.

This cross-country analysis explores risk factors
for emotional, physical, sexual violence and
poly-victimisation for adolescents aged 13-17
in Cambodia, Kenya, Haiti, Malawi, Nigeria, and
Tanzania. Across countries, school enrolment
increased violence risk among females and males
in three countries. It was protective against violence
among females in one country, and among males
in three countries. Non-residence with a biological
father emerged as a risk factor for sexual violence
among girls. There is a lack of clear pattern on
other risk factors across countries, emphasizing the
importance of context-specific research to inform
prevention policies.
Not open access, available on request.
Altered Social Trajectories and Risks of Violence
among Young Syrian Women Seeking Refuge in
Turkey: A Qualitative Study
Wringe, A. et al., BMC Women’s Health, January
2019

Download article [pdf]
Effects of a School-Based Intervention on
Frequency and Quality of Adolescent-Parent/
Caregiver Sexuality Communication: Results
from a randomized-controlled trial in Uganda
Katahoire, A.R. et al., AIDS and Behavior, January
2019

Qualitative research with Syrian refugee girls in
Turkey explores how displacement led to changes
to their social trajectories, including entry into the
workforce and earlier marriage, which consequently
increased their exposure to violence. Some family
strategies to protect adolescents and young women
from violence may reinforce restrictive gender

Parent-adolescent communication can be an
effective tool for promoting adolescent sexual
health and reducing the likelihood of them engaging
in risky sexual activities. This impact evaluation
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conducted in 22 government secondary schools in
Uganda, showed positive effects of a school-based
intervention aimed at improving aspects of parent/
caregiver-adolescent communication on sexuality
and HIV/AIDS related topics. The intervention
comprised classroom-based education sessions,
take-home assignments for students to discuss with
parents/caregivers and parenting workshops. Effect
estimates were significant for both students and
parents and caregivers on sexuality communication
frequency and quality. These results suggest that
in Uganda, using schools as gateways, parent/
caregiver-adolescent communication can be
improved through modification of existing school
curricula, training teachers in learner-centred
approaches and through mobilization and training of
parents and caregivers.

with menstrual hygiene. Negative emotions are
generally associated with menarche and menstrual
management. Most girls obtained information
about menstruation and/or puberty from their
mothers, although mothers were not necessarily
girls’ preferred source for learning about these
topics. While most of the current evidence is
predominantly school-based, data gaps need to be
addressed for young out-of-school adolescents.
Download article

MENTAL HEALTH AND EMOTIONAL
WELL-BEING
Prevalence, Distribution, and Associated
Factors of Suicide Attempts in Young
Adolescents: School-based Data from 40 Lowincome and Middle-income Countries
Liu, X. et al., PLOS One, December 2018

Not open access, available on request.
Puberty and Menstruation Knowledge among
Young Adolescents in Low- and Middle-income
Countries: A scoping review
Coast, E. et al., International Journal of Public Health,
December 2018

Suicide is a leading cause of death among
adolescents. Data from school-based surveys of
students aged 12-18 reveal that 17% of students
had attempted suicide in 2018. Prevalence rates
ranged from 6.7% in Malaysia to 61% in Samoa.
Overall, suicide attempts are slightly more common
for girls (18%) than boys (16%), although boys are
more likely to try to commit suicide than girls in
the Western Pacific region. Risk factors include
history of bullying, loneliness and anxiety, tobacco
and alcohol use, poor socioeconomic status,
and unsupportive family and social relationships.
Further research is needed to understand suicide
behaviour among out-of-school adolescents, and
how to design better prevention and intervention
programmes for young adolescents.

This systematic review of evidence focuses
on knowledge and experiences of puberty and
menstruation among females aged 10–14 years in
low- and middle-income countries. Results show
that young adolescent girls in LMICs are frequently
under-prepared for puberty, have inadequate
knowledge about menstruation and struggle

Download article [pdf]
Ciberacoso y Ansiedad Social en Adolescentes:
Una Revisión Sistemática [Cyberbullying and
Social Anxiety in Adolescents: A systematic
review]
Ruíz-Martín, A. et al., Revista de Psicología Clínica
con Niños y Adolescentes, January 2019
This systematic review explores the links
between cyberbullying and social anxiety. It
finds that adolescents with social anxiety are
at higher risk of cyberbullying, because they
spend more time online and have smaller social

© UNICEF/UN0269629/Siddhartha
In the Seth Shri S.R. Agarwal Vidyalaya (School), Pratapnagar, India, the menstrual hygiene
management intervention programme aims to improve young women’s health, nutritional
status and well-being, as well as their school enrollment and retention, potentially conferring
long-term health, social, and economic benefits.
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networks. Conversely, cyberbullies present high
levels of social anxiety and their self-esteem can
increase as a consequence of not having to face
their victims. Most adolescents do not report
cyberbullying, suggesting the need for adolescentfocused awareness and prevention strategies for
cyberbullying.

GENDER NORMS AND BEHAVIOUR
CHANGE COMMUNICATION

Download article [pdf]

This rigorous review explores the impact of
programmes that work with adolescent boys to
promote gender-equitable masculinities. Based on
studies from 22 low- and middle-income countries,
the review finds that positive masculinities
programmes with adolescent boys are a promising
approach. Positive changes are observed in
attitudes to gender equality, interactions with girls
and women, gender-based violence and gender
divisions of labour. Most effective programmes
have a well-designed curriculum, good-quality
facilitation, and time for boys to participate
intensively together. Although male-only spaces
are important, programmes should also build in
opportunities for mixed gender discussion to hear
girls’ perspectives.

Programming to Promote Gender-equitable
Masculinities among Adolescent Boys: Key
findings from a rigorous review
Marcus, R. et al., GAGE programme, December 2018

Dispositif de Prise en Charge Psychologique de
Groupe : Expérience Clinique avec les Enfants
Traumatisés de Centrafrique [A Psychological
Tool for Groups: Clinical Experiences with
Traumatised Children in the Central African
Republic (CAR)] [French]
Dozio, E. et al., Neuropsychiatrie de l’Enfance et de
l’Adolescence, March 2019
Building on initial research carried out by Save the
Children, Action Against Hunger implemented a
psychological support method targeting children,
aged 6-16, who are distressed or traumatized by war
in the CAR. Visual methods and card games were
used to help children think, nominate and temporally
contextualize traumatic events, to allow them a
re-elaboration of the past and a projection in the
future. Children were able to identify the internal and
external resources that could help them overcome
these difficult experiences. This intervention
has been shown to be effective in reducing the
traumatic symptoms of children in a humanitarian
context, with the support of staff without a specific
technical background in mental health.

Download report [pdf] and Policy Brief [Pdf]
Transforming the Attitudes of Young Men
about Gender Roles and the Acceptability of
Violence against Women, Bihar
Santhya, K.G. et al., Culture, Health & Sexuality,
February 2019
This sports and life skills education intervention
has considerable potential to change the
attitudes and practices of boys aged 13-21. A
randomised trial among members of 15 youth
clubs in Bihar state, India, observed that the
programme improved boys’ attitudes to gender
roles, masculinity, controlling behaviours, and
perpetration of violence against women and girls.
Attitude shifts were most pronounced for boys
who attended regularly. Boys also took increased
action to stop incidents of violence against women
and girls. The authors conclude the programme,
or critical elements of it, should be up-scaled into
existing young men’s groups.

Not open access., available on demand

Download article [pdf]

© UNICEF/UN08038/Le Du
Children play table football in Bangui’s Mpoko airport camp for internally displaced persons.
Cash assistance is an empowering and dignified form of support to children and their families,
with a positive effect on the local economy and with lower administrative costs.
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RESOURCES

Global Programme implementation countries. More
information about child marriage, female genital
mutilation and harmful practices can be found on the
parallel specific site for the UNFPA-UNICEF Joint
Programme on Eliminating Female Genital Mutilation.

Out of the Shadows: Shining light on the
response to child sexual abuse and exploitation
The Economist Intelligence Unit has developed a
40-country benchmarking index that explores how
countries are responding to sexual violence against
children. The index examines four key dimensions
related to response, including the environment, legal
framework, government capacity, and engagement
of industry, civil society and media.

Challenging Social Norms in Africa: Latest
findings from Plan UK and Promundo
Real Choices, Real Lives is a longitudinal research
study following 142 girls born in 2006 until 2024,
when they turn 18, sponsored by Plan UK. The 2019
report from this study, looks at Girls Challenging
the Gender Rules in the three Sub-Saharan African
Cohort countries: Benin, Togo and Uganda.
Promundo launched its latest resources on gender
norms in adolescence in in Niger: Child Marriage,
Fertility, and Family Planning in Niger: Results
From a Study Inspired by the International Men and
Gender Equality Survey (IMAGES) and Young Men’s
Transition to Adulthood: Relationship Formation and
Marriage in Maradi, Niger.

Social Protection in Asia and the Pacific:
Inventory of non-contributory programmes
The report presents an inventory of non-contributory
social protection programmes in South and East
Asian countries and the Pacific Islands. Produced
by UNICEF and the International Policy Centre
for Inclusive Growth (IPC-IG), it is based on an
extensive review of official government documents,
websites, and relevant documents produced by
international organizations.

UNICEF Humanitarian Action for Children Report
The 2019 UNICEF report Humanitarian Action for
Children highlights major emergencies affecting
children and families around the world, and the
results achieved by UNICEF and partners in
response to those crises.

GAGE and IPC resources on Gender and AgeResponsive Social Protection
GAGE has produced a number of policy briefs on
achieving social protection for all adolescents, in
particular on how can a gender norms lens support
more effective programming and on the potential
of cash transfers to advance adolescent rights and
capabilities. These briefs, synthesizing research
findings and policy recommendations, were produced
as part of the UN Women policy brief series. The
International Policy Centre for Inclusive Growth has
released the document How can Cash Transfer
Programmes Work for Women and Children?,
collecting key lessons on how to make cash transfers
more gender- and child-sensitive. It includes
recommendations around how to conduct needs
assessment, situational analysis and to mitigate
possible negative impacts on women and children.

Social Institutions and Gender Index (SIGI)
Global Report
The 2019 SIGI Report calls upon governments
to look at discriminatory laws, social norms and
practices to achieve gender equality and promote
girls and women’s empowerment. It provides
a set of policy recommendations to enhance
transformative gender policies and to enforce laws
through community mobilization.
Gender-Smart Investing Resource Hub
In January, the International Center for Research on
Women (ICRW) launched a sector-specific resource
hub to better integrate gender into investment
processes. The hub aims to help users make
smarter investments that enhance gender equality
and women’s economic empowerment.

Delivering Impact for Adolescent Girls: Emerging
Findings from Population Council Research
This GIRL Center brief summarises lessons from
nine rigorous impact evaluations from around the
world. It shows that interventions which combine
cash transfers and empowerment components are
more effective at improving girls’ outcomes.

Gender-Based Violence (GBV) Case
Management Outcome Monitoring Toolkit
The International Rescue Committee (IRC) has
developed a new toolkit to measure the impact
of GBV case management on women and older
adolescent girls’ psychological well-being and
stigma. It is based on practical experience with

UNFPA-UNICEF Global Programme to Accelerate
Action to End Child Marriage launched a new
website, which compiles global reports on child
marriage as well as learnings from the twelve
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Sexual Exploitation and Trafficking for the
Purpose of Sexual Exploitation of Children
and Adolescents: A Multiple Violation of
Human Rights [La Explotación Sexual y la Trata
con Fines de Explotación Sexual de Niñes
y Adolescentes: Una Violación Múltiple de
Derechos Humanos]
This bulletin suggests that Latin American
patriarchal societies and their criminal law systems
normalise and justify sexual exploitation of children
and adolescents. It calls for policy makers to
address the legal framing of sexual exploitation
and trafficking to better protect children and
adolescents in the region.

survivors of violence in the Democratic Republic of
Congo, and Somali and Syrian refugees.
Girls Not Brides Shares New Resources on
Child Marriage
A series of short factsheets are available on child
marriage and maternal health, engaging men in ending
child marriage, and the economic impact of child
marriage. In addition, Girls Not Brides have produced
a new briefing paper on age of marriage vs. age of
sexual consent. Members from the Latin American
region have also shared various resources, in Spanish,
on recognizing and preventing early unions.

Right to Education Handbook
This handbook by UNESCO and Right to Education
provide practical technical guidance on how to
implement and monitor the right to education,
along with recommendations to overcome
persistent barriers.
World Health Organisation’s toolkit:
‘Advocating for Change for Adolescents!’
This practical toolkit aims to help young people
to advocate for improved adolescent health and
well-being. Developed by young people for young
people, it provides advice and tools to guide the
design, implementation and monitoring of an
effective national advocacy action roadmap.

© UNICEF/UNI193498/Bindra
Hindi, at the Harla Elementary School, Harla, Ethiopia. Her family survive on their earnings
from selling firewood they collect from the mountains. Unlike her sisters, Hindi was not
coerced in to marriage when she refused to accept proposals. “’Mine is a slightly enlightened
time when compared to my sisters’ because they teach as about the harm of early marriage
and about our rights in the Kebeles and schools.’’

Corporate Responses to Protecting Children’s
Rights
The Global Child Forum has produced a series of
regional reports exploring how companies impact
children’s rights in three key areas: workplaces,
communities, and the environment.

GAGE Baseline Qualitative Research Tools for
working with Adolescents
This toolkit shares learning on qualitative
methodologies for working with young adolescents
from the Gender and Adolescence Global Evidence
(GAGE) programme. It is divided into group and
individual research tools, all of which are age-tailored
(early adolescents, mid/older adolescents and adults).

Orientations sur les Aspects Ethiques à Prendre
en Considération pour Planifier et Examiner
des Recherches sur la Santé Sexuelle et
Reproductive des Adolescents (Guidance
on Ethical Considerations for Planning and
Reviewing Research on Adolescent Sexual
and Reproductive Health)
This World Health Organisation guidance provides
practical advice on conducting sexual and
reproductive health research with adolescents.

Evaluation of a Combination HIV Intervention
that Includes Oral PrEP for Adolescent Girls and
Young Women in South Africa and Tanzania
This evidence brief summarises the EMPOWER
study findings in Tanzania. Key findings highlighted
in the brief include high uptake of oral preexposure prophylaxis (PrEP), reflecting a desire for
HIV prevention options that can be controlled by
adolescent girls and young women.
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NEWS

UNICEF and partners brought more than 100 young
people from around the world together at the forum
to produce a youth manifesto for ending violence in
schools, as part of UNICEF’s global #ENDviolence
campaign.

On the occasion of the 63rd Commission on the
Status of Women UNICEF, the United Kingdom, and
the GAGE consortium, coordinated by ODI, held a
side event on: Gender- and Adolescent-Responsive
Social Protection: Unleashing the Potential of Social
Protection for Adolescent Girls and Women. Keynotes
speeches were given by UNICEF Executive Director
Henrietta H. Fore, and Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon,
Minister of State for the Commonwealth and United
Nations. CSW63 resources are available here: http://
www.unwomen.org/en/csw/csw63-2019.

On 13 February, human rights experts from around
the world adopted the Abidjan Principles on the right
to education. The principles unpack States’ obligation
to provide public education, to respect liberties and
dignity in education, and to regulate private actors in
education.
In February, the InterAmerican Commission for
Human Rights (CIDH), on their 171 Public Session,
addressed childhood and adolescence rights violations
in Latin America. In particular, in the “Venezuelan
Child Migration Rights” session, government
representatives from Ecuador, Peru, Colombia
and Venezuela, together with UNICEF, expressed
their concerns about infringements of the rights
of over 490,000 Venezuelan migrant children and
adolescents.

On 6-8 February, the International Conference on
Universal Child Grants, convened by UNICEF, the
International Labour Organisation (ILO), and the
Overseas Development Institute (ODI), explored the
evidence emerging from cash transfers and social
protection programmes for reducing child poverty. The
UNICEF report Towards Universal Social Protection for
Children: Achieving SDG 1.3, was launched that calls
for rapid expansion of social protection programmes
for children, inclusion of universal approaches to child
and family benefits within national social protection
systems, and institutionaliation of monitoring and
reporting on social protection for children. The
conference and report are part of a larger UNICEF and
ODI-led project on Universal Child Grants.

UPCOMING EVENTS
The Decent Jobs for Youth Conference 2019
Conference themes include digital skills for youth,
transitions to the formal economy, and youth in fragile
situations.

Leaders convened at the African Union Summit on
10-11 February to work together to respond to the
needs of uprooted children across the continent. To
guide these discussions and improve understanding of
how migration and forced displacement affect children
and families in Africa, UNICEF prepared a brochure
based on the latest data. Click here to learn more
child migration and displacement and about UNICEF’s
Agenda for Action to protect children on the move.

Organizer: International Labour Organisation (ILO)
Date: 8-9 May 2019
Location: Madrid, Spain
Registration
9th SA AIDS Conference 2019
This biennial conference will discuss the scientific,
social and digital innovations which can help control
the HIV and AIDS epidemic, including a focus on
disruptive technologies.

6 February, the International Day of Zero Tolerance
for Female Genital Mutilation/Cutting, draws global
attention to the need to support efforts towards
the abandonment of FGM/C. The Evidence to End
FGM/C project has developed resources to improve
understanding of FGM/C in Kenya and Sudan for
evidence-based programmes and policies.

Organizers: Dira Sengwe and The Foundation for
Professional Development (FPD)
Date: 11-14 June 2019
Location: Durban, South Africa
Registration

Launched in January at the Education World Forum in
London, #SafetoLearn is a new campaign dedicated
to ending violence in schools by 2024, conceived by
members of the Global Partnership to End Violence
Against Children: UNESCO, UNICEF, UK Department
for International Development (DFID) and UNGEI.

Coalition to End Sexual Exploitation Global
Summit
This global summit will share the latest research and
programming lessons on ending sexual exploitation,
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Royal Geographical Society Conference
The RGS conference includes sessions sponsored
by the Geographies of Children, Youth and Families
Research Group (GCYFRG) on climate change,
transnational mobilities, and youth migration.
Geographies of trouble / geographies of hope

with themes including trafficking, prostitution and
pornography.
Organizer: National Center on Sexual Exploitation
Date: 12-15 June 2019
Location: Washington D.C., USA
Registration

Organizers: Royal Geographical Society
Date: 27-30 August 2019
Location: Imperial College London
Registration

International Conference on Education 2019
This year’s conference will focus on ‘Educational
Innovations: The Future of Education’, including
technological innovations.
Organizer: University of Northern Colorado, USA
Date: 5-7 April 2019
Location: Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia
Registration

COURSES
The 2019 Short Course on Adolescent Health in
LMICs, in its tenth year, will take place in London
on 17 - 28 June 2019. It is run by LSHTM and
WHO in collaboration with UNICEF, UNFPA, the
Obafemi Awolowo University in Ile-Ife Nigeria and
the Public Health Foundation of India.

International Communication Association
Conference 2019
The theme of the 69th ICA Conference is
‘Communication Beyond Boundaries’. Several
sessions will deal with youth engagement, new
media and communication for social change.

Studies and Policies on Childhood and Youth in
Latin America. CLASCO Virtual Seminar 1908
This 12 weeks online course in Spanish will
encourage participants to analyse childhood and
youth public policies in Latin America, combining
conceptual reflections and critical analysis with
experience extracted from specific public policies.
For more information, see course video introduction.

Organizer: International Communication Association
Date: 24-28 May 2019
Location: Washington, D.C.
Registration
Women Deliver 2019
The world’s largest conference on gender equality
and the health, rights, and well-being of girls and
women.

UNITED NATIONS YOUTH-DEDICATED DAYS
AND EVENTS

Organizers: Women Deliver
Date: 3-6 June 2019
Location: Vancouver, Canada
Registration
World Anti-Bullying Forum
The aim of this unique international and
multidisciplinary forum is to broaden our
understanding of bullying, build the bridge between
disciplines stronger, and spread knowledge to
practitioners, researchers and decision-makers
around the world.
Organizers: National Anti-Bullying Research and
Resource Center at the Dublin City University and the
International Bullying Prevention Association.
Date: 4-6 June 2019
Location: Dublin, Ireland
Registration

15 May is the UN’s International Day of Families,
with parents receiving specific recognition on 1
June on the UN Global Day of Parents. 4 June
marks International Day of Innocent Children
Victims of Aggression, affirming the UN’s
commitment to protect the rights of children.
Launched in 2002 by the International Labour
Organisation (ILO) to focus attention on the global
extent of child labour and the necessary action
needed to address it, 12 June marks the World Day
Against Child Labour. Chosen to commemorate
the adoption of Security Council Resolution 1820
(2008), UN International Day for the Elimination of
Sexual Violence in Conflict is on 19 June. 20 June
marks World Refugee Day - UNHCR launched
the #WithRefugees petition back in June 2016.
Adolescent-related UN actions and useful resources
can be consulted on the respective websites.
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Gender & Development Network, How social protection, public
services and infrastructure impact women ’ s rights, Gender
& Development Network Briefings, January 2019.

ADDITIONAL READING
Other interesting reads selected by our team
(*= not open access).

Graamans, E. et al., Lessons Learned from Implementing
Alternative Rites in the Fight against Female Genital
Mutilation/Cutting, Pan-African Medical Journal, January
2019.

Azubuike, B. and Little, A., Learning Motivations, Learning
Outcomes and Gender in Vietnam, Young Lives Working Paper,
January 2019.
Alas, K.M., Nuevas formas de trabajo infantil: Utilización y
reclutamiento de niños, niñas y adolescentes para la realización
de actividades ilícitas en las pandillas de El Salvador [New Forms
of Child Labour: Use and recruitment of children and adolescents
for illegal activities in gangs in El Salvador], International Labour
Organization, January 2019.
Bermudez, L.G. et al., HIV Risk among Displaced Adolescent
Girls in Ethiopia: the Role of Gender Attitudes and Self-Esteem,
Prevention Science, January 2019

Kulis, S. et al., Testing the Keepin’ it REAL Substance
Use Prevention Curriculum among Early Adolescents in
Guatemala City, Prevention Science, December 2018.*

Cislaghi, B., The potential of a community-led approach to change
harmful gender norms in low- and middle-income countries,
ALIGN, January 2019.

Meyer, S. et al., Protection and Well-being of Adolescent
Refugees in the Context of a Humanitarian Crisis: Perceptions
from South Sudanese Refugees in Uganda, Social Science &
Medicine, January 2019.*

Chimbindi, N. et al., Translating DREAMS into Practice: Early
Lessons from Implementation in Six Settings, PLOS One,
December 2018.

Niaz Asadullah, M. et al., Support for Gender Stereotypes:
Does Madrasah Education Matter? Journal of Development
Studies, January 2019.*

Data2X, Bridging the Gap: Mapping Gender Data Availability in
Africa, Open Data Watch, March 2019.
De Sousa Pereira-Guizzo, C. et al., Programa de Habilidades
Sociais Para Adolescentes em Preparação Para o Trabalho
[Social Skills Programme for Adolescents in Preparing for Work],
Psicologia Escolar e Educacional, December 2018.
Echeverria, L. et al., Intra-Household Inequality and Child Welfare
in Argentina, CEDLAS Working Paper, January 2019.

Nilsson, B. et al., The School-to-Work Transition in Developing
Countries, Journal of Development Studies, March 2019.*
Novella, R. et al.,Millennials in Latin America and the Caribbean:
Work or study? , Inter-American Development Bank,
December 2018.
Olson, Z., et al., Can a conditional cash transfer reduce teen
fertility? The case of Brazil’s Bolsa Familia, Journal of Health
Economics, 63, January 2019.

Elghossain, T. et al., Prevalence of Key Forms of Violence Against
Adolescents in the Arab Region: A Systematic Review, Journal
of Adolescent Health, January 2019.

Omrani, A. et al., Survey Development for Adolescents Aged
11–16 Years: A Developmental Science Based Guide,
Adolescent Research Review, January 2019.*

Esser, A., et al., How can cash transfer programmes work for
women and children? A review of gender- and child-sensitive
design features, IPC-IG working paper, February 2019.

Pace, N. et al., Shaping Cash Transfer Impacts Through ‘SoftConditions’: Evidence from Lesotho, Journal of African
Economies, January 2019.

Eyal, K. and Burns, J., The Parent Trap: Cash Transfers and the
Intergenerational Transmission of Depressive Symptoms in
South Africa, World Development, May 2019 (forthcoming)

Perlman, D. et al., Young Men’s Transition to Adulthood:
Relationship Formation and Marriage in Maradi, Niger, The
OASIS Initiative and Promundo-US, February 2019.

França, M. and Frio, G., Factors Associated with Family, School
and Behavioral Characteristics on Sexual Initiation: A Gender
Analysis for Brazilian Adolescents, PLOS One, December 2018.
GAGE, Leave no one behind: shining a spotlight on adolescent
Congolese refugees in Rwanda, GAGE Policy Brief, March 2019.

Gordon, R. et al., 12 Years of Quality Education for All Girls:
A Commonwealth Perspective REAL Centre, University of
Cambridge, January 2019.

Kane, J. et al., Adolescent Men’s Attitudes and Decision
Making in Relation to Pregnancy and Pregnancy Outcomes:
An Integrative Review of the Literature from 2010 to 2017,
Journal of Adolescence, April 2019.*
Kluve, J., et al. Do youth employment programs improve
labor market outcomes? A quantitative review, World
Development, February 2019.*

Beck, U. et al., Commodity Prices and Intra-Household Labour
Allocation American Journal of Agricultural Economics, March
2019.

Gauer Bermudez, L. et al., Converging Drivers of Interpersonal
Violence: Findings from a Qualitative Study in Post-hurricane
Haiti, Child Abuse & Neglect, March 2019.*

Hebert, L. et al., Understanding Young Women’s Experiences
of Gender Inequality in Lucknow, Uttar Pradesh through
Story Circles, International Journal of Adolescence and Youth,
February 2019.

Petroni, S. et al., Protection versus Rights: Age of Marriage
versus Age of Sexual Consent, The Lancet Child and
Adolescent Health, December 2018.
Poštuvan, V. et al., Suicidal Behaviour among Sexual-minority
Youth: A Review of the Role of Acceptance and Support, The
Lancet Child & Adolescent Health, January 2019.
Raj, A. et al., Students and Brides: A Qualitative Analysis of the
Relationship Between Girls’ Education and Early Marriage in
Ethiopia and India, BMC Public Health, January 2019.
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Rose-Clarke, K. et al., Peer-facilitated Community-based
Interventions for Adolescent Health in Low- and Middle-Income
Countries: A Systematic Review, PLOS One, January 2019.

CONTRIBUTORS TO THIS EDITION
Project Coordinator: Emanuela Bianchera
(UNICEF)

Rosenberg, N. et al., Comparing Youth-Friendly Health Services
to the Standard of Care Through “Girl Power-Malawi”: A
Quasi-Experimental Cohort Study, Journal of Acquired Immune
Deficiency Syndromes, December 2018.*

Contributors: Emma Haegeman, Erika Fraser,
Catherine Mueller, Sarah Cobley, Veronica Martinez
Tamayo (Social Development Direct)

Rossel, C. et al., How could Conditional Cash Transfer Programme
Conditionalities Reinforce Vulnerability? Non‐compliers and
Policy Implementation Gaps in Uruguay’s Family Allowances,
Development Policy Review, January 2019.

Guest Editor: Shreyasi Jha (UNICEF)

Senanayake, S.J. et al., Prevalence and Correlates of Interpersonal
Violence Among In-School Adolescents in Sri Lanka: Results
From the 2016 Sri Lankan Global School-Based Health Survey
Asia Pacific Journal of Public Health, January 2019.

Advisors: Kerry Albright, Prerna Banati, Elena
Camilletti, Cirenia Chavez, Cristina Cirillo, Valeria
Groppo, Pamela Dale, Aruna Pant (UNICEF)

Stoner, M. et al., Age-disparate Partnerships and Incident HIV
Infection in Adolescent Girls and Young Women in Rural South
Africa, AIDS, January 2019.

Design: Mannocchi Design, Rome
Production Editor: Sarah Marchant (UNICEF)

Tromben, V. and Podestá, A., Las Prestaciones Familiares Públicas
en América Latina [Family Public Benefits in Latin America],
UNICEF / CEPAL, January 2019.
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UNICEF Indonesia and Koalisi 18+, Revealing the Truth of Marriage
Dispensation: An Analysis of Child Marriage Practice in Tuban,
Bogor and Mamuju Districts, UNICEF Indonesia Research Briefs,
January 2019.
Wamoyi, J. et al., “Eat and You Will be Eaten”: A Qualitative
Study Exploring Costs and Benefits of Age-disparate Sexual
Relationships in Tanzania and Uganda: Implications for Girls’
Sexual and Reproductive Health Interventions, Reproductive
Health, December 2018.

DISCLAIMER
The findings, interpretations and conclusions
expressed in this Digest are those of the authors
and do not necessarily reflect the policies or views
of UNICEF, DFID or Social Development Direct.

Willis, N. et al., Effectiveness of Community Adolescent Treatment
Supporters (CATS) Interventions in Improving Linkage and
Retention in Care, Adherence to ART and Psychosocial Wellbeing: A Randomised Trial among Adolescents Living with HIV in
Rural Zimbabwe, BMC Public Health, January 2019.
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World Food Programme, The Potential of Cash-based
Interventions to Promote Gender Equality and Women’s
Empowerment, February 2019.
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Wringe, A. et al., Altered Social Trajectories and Risks of Violence
among Young Syrian Women Seeking Refuge in Turkey: A
Qualitative Study, BMC Women’s Health, January 2019.
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Special edition: Social Protection: Meeting Children’s Rights and
Needs, Policy in Focus, December 2018.
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