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GUEST EDITORIAL

Recognizing the challenge of connecting research on
adolescence with policy makers and practitioners,
Jennifer E. Lansford and I embarked on a two-year
project which has resulted in the Handbook of
Adolescent Development Research and its Impact
on Global Policy.

In most contexts, policy and programme responses
to adolescents are fragmented and inconsistent.
Disconnects between national level policies and
local services, as well as lack of continuity with early
childhood responses, present significant challenges
to ensuring a coherent approach for this age group.
Discordant minimum ages (for example between
mandatory school age and minimum working age), a
disproportionate focus on risky behaviours, and gaps
in policy coverage for younger adolescents aged
10 to 14, all add to the uneven policy environment
faced by young people.

Despite huge gains in child well-being during the
Millennium Development Goal era, progress for
adolescents – children in the second decade of
life – is still lagging. The handbook seeks to fill
critical evidence and knowledge gaps to speed up
progress in the evolution of better policy-making
specifically tuned to this unique and dynamic life
stage. Published by Oxford University Press, the
volume was launched at the Society for Research on
Adolescence biennial meeting held in Minneapolis,
USA, from 12 to 14 April 2018.

A diverse set of over 50 authors from different
countries and disciplinary backgrounds have
contributed chapters to this volume. This diversity
not only reflects the complexity of adolescence,
but also allows the handbook to situate adolescents
within broader cultural contexts, and to engage
more widely with policy debates and political
decision-making regarding when, why, and how
some programmes and interventions should be
tailored to better serve the needs of their intended
recipients.

Bridging the gap between cutting-edge research
on adolescence and practitioners in low- and
middle-income countries

© UNICEF/UN0211173/Shehzad Noorani
A young girl child sells snacks in the town of Kadugli. South Kordofan State. Sudan.
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Accelerate Progress – Sexual and Reproductive
Health and Rights for All: Report of the
Guttmacher-Lancet Commission
Starrs, A. et al., The Lancet, May 2018

The book is structured in 5 sections. Section one
explores different domains of adolescent
development. It highlights the state of research in
neuroscience and re-conceptualizes civic
engagement through new technologies. Applying a
global perspective, section two discusses social
relationships from adolescent-parent interactions to
the importance of non-family adults. Section three
describes contemporary risks affecting adolescents,
such as the burden of child marriage and armed
conflict, but also describes opportunities, such as
adaptive migration and secondary education.
Section four outlines key interventions and policies,
including social protection and HIV prevention
programmes. Section five is devoted to the
empowerment of adolescents, highlighting capacity
building initiatives, and young people’s participation
in programme design, monitoring and evaluation.

Several decades of research have shown the
measurable benefits of investment in sexual and
reproductive health. Yet progress has been stymied
because of inconsistent political commitment,
inadequate resources, persistent discrimination
against women and girls, and an unwillingness
to address issues related to sexuality openly
and comprehensively. This report addresses the
‘unﬁnished sexual and reproductive health and rights
(SRHR) agenda’, recommending the implementation
of an essential package of SRHR services to be
made universally available, including contraceptive
services, maternal and new-born care, prevention and
treatment of sexually transmitted infections (STIs),
comprehensive sexuality education, safe abortion
care, and counselling for gender-based violence.

The handbook seeks to accelerate implementation
of the SDG goals and provide actionable strategies
for policy makers and practitioners working with
adolescents with a view to ensuring sustainable
responses. I hope readers will find it a useful
resource.

Access Article [Free registration required]
Mechanisms of Change for Interventions Aimed
at Improving the Wellbeing, Mental Health and
Resilience of Children and Adolescents Affected
by War and Armed Conflict: A Systematic
Review of Reviews
Bosqui, T.J. and Marshoud, B., Conflict and Health,
May 2018

Prerna Banati
Chief, Programme and Adolescent Research Lead
UNICEF Office of Research - Innocenti

LATEST RESEARCH

Despite increasing clinical interest in delivering
psychosocial interventions for children affected
by war, little research has been conducted on the
underlying mechanisms of change associated
with these processes. This systematic review
examines how interventions can reduce the

HEALTH AND WELL-BEING
Handbook of Adolescent Development Research
and Its Impact on Global Policy
Lansford, E. and Banati, P. (Eds.), Oxford University
Press, Oxford, February 2018.
Through the contribution of leading academics in
the field of adolescence and UNICEF experts, this
book brings together cutting-edge research on
adolescent development, with a focus on policies and
interventions in LMICs. Research pieces explore both
the challenges and the promise of adolescence, by
presenting research on social, emotional, behavioural,
cognitive, and physical development. This volume
provides actionable strategies for policy-makers
and practitioners and adopts a positive framing
of adolescence, representing young people as
opportunities, rather than threats.

© UNICEF/UN0150855/Ashley Gilbertson VII
This 14-year-old lost his fingers when a grenade he found exploded in his hand. As of December
2017, the situation in eastern Ukraine remains volatile. The lives of children and their families,
especially those living along the contact line continue to be at risk.

Access book [Open access from September 2018]
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© UNICEF/UN0208069/Rebecca Hearfield
Young mothers living with HIV, with their children, participate in the mothers2mothers programme at the Soshanguve Community Health Centre, Soshanguve Township, South Africa. The
international NGO mothers2mothers trains, employs, and empowers mothers living with HIV to become ‘Mentor Mothers’, who work as frontline health-care workers in understaffed health
centres and within communities.

psychological effects of war, armed conflict and
political violence on children and adolescents.
Sixteen ‘mechanisms of change’ are identified,
including play, community and family capacity
building, strengthening relationships with
caregivers, therapeutic support, and trauma
processing. While these findings help to inform
caregivers and non-specialist practitioners in the
humanitarian psychosocial field, there is a lack of
strong empirical evidence to support many of the
mechanisms of change, with a need for further
research to inform continued best practice.

conducted in Africa, including community-based
care provision for adolescents, the implementation
of conditional cash transfers to reduce intimate
partner violence, and new models of service
delivery and diagnostics for adolescents living with
HIV in emergency contexts.
Download Special Supplement [pdf]
Alcohol Use Among Young Adolescents in
Low-income and Middle-Income Countries: A
Population Based Study
Ma, C. et al., The Lancet Child & Adolescent Health,
April 2018

Download article
Paediatric and Adolescent HIV and the
Sustainable Development Goals: The Road
Ahead to 2030
Special Supplement of Journal of the International
AIDS Society, February 2018

Global School-based Student Health Surveys (GSHS)
in 57 low- and middle-income countries (LMICs)
evidence that alcohol-related problems are recurrent
among young adolescents (12-15), with significant
variations by country, region, age and sex group. In
addition to increasing risk of diseases and impaired
neurological development, underage drinking is also
associated with depression, physical and sexual
violence, accidents, and premature deaths in later
stages of youth and adulthood. As highlighted in a
comment for the Lancet Child & Adolescent Health,
alcohol-related data from LMICs is essential to help

This special collection explores how the global HIV
community can use the opportunities presented
by the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs),
to ensure that adolescents are not left behind in
fast-tracking efforts to end HIV/AIDS by 2030. The
12 featured studies cover a range of interventions
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prevent underage drinking, and achieve the WHO’s
strategy on reducing harm from alcohol in
adolescents.

victim-blaming and to challenge the normalization
of Gender Based Violence (GBV), particularly in
conflict-affected areas.

Access Article [Free registration required]

Download article [pdf]
Effects of public policy on child labor: Current
knowledge, gaps, and implications for program
design
Dammert, A.C. et al., World Development, June 2018

PROTECTION
Masculine Norms and Violence: Making the
Connections
Heilman, B. and Barker, G., Promundo, May 2018

Household decisions about child labour are
influenced by income, uncertainty, and relative
returns to work and education. This review of 33
impact evaluations provides a comprehensive look
at pathways through which social protection (credit
and microfinance, cash transfers, vouchers, food
programmes), and labour programmes affect child
labour. In most cases, programmes that address the
vulnerability of the household, reduce child labour.
Similarly, programmes that help families cope with
exposure to risk, for example, health insurance,
minimize household reliance on child labour. On
the other hand, policies aimed at increasing adult
household members’ participation in the labour
market or entrepreneurial activities, can generate
demand for adolescent and child work.

Social norms about manhood often teach men
and boys that they must exhibit inequitable power
and control over their intimate partners, including
through the use of violence. Combining a review of
academic and grey literature with program evidence,
this report examines the connections between
harmful masculine norms and eight forms of violent
behaviour: Intimate partner violence; physical
violence against children (by parents or caregivers);
child sexual abuse and exploitation; bullying;
homicide and other violent crime; non-partner
sexual violence; suicide; conﬂict and war. Results
outline five processes through which masculine
norms shape the likelihood of men and boys
experiencing or perpetrating violence: (1) achieving
socially recognized manhood, (2) policing masculine
performance, (3) “gendering” the heart, (4) dividing
spaces and cultures by gender, and (5) reinforcing
patriarchal power.

Access article [Free Registration Required]

Download report [pdf]
How Gender Norms Are Reinforced through
Violence Against Adolescent Girls in Two
Conflict-affected Populations
Sommer, M. et al., Child Abuse and Neglect, May 2018
In humanitarian settings, communities use violence
as a tool to enforce the importance of girls practising
community-defined ‘good’ adolescent girl behaviour.
This qualitative study examines local attitudes and
social norms around responding to physical and
sexual abuse of girls among two conflict-affected
populations: South Kivu villages in the Democratic
Republic of Congo and Sudanese and South
Sudanese refugees in Ethiopian camps. In both
study sites, girls’ safety is linked to community
norms of ‘good’ behaviour, including respectability,
obedience to adults, and lack of interactions with
boys and men. Findings highlight the importance
of community based programming to address

© UNICEF/UN0212826/Shehzad Noorani
A 14-year old barbecues at a roadside restaurant in Izmel near Kairouan. Tunisia. He used to
study but dropped out, so that he could work to support his family.

Children’s Peer Violence Perpetration and
Victimisation: Prevalence and Associated
Factors among School Children in Afghanistan
Corboz, J. et al., PLOS ONE, February 2018
Limited evidence on children’s peer violence is
available in South Asian countries, particularly in
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Afghanistan. This paper examines the prevalence of
children’s peer violence perpetration and victimization
among school children in Afghanistan, drawing from
data of 770 school children aged 14-15 years. Peer
violence results linked to food insecurity, exposure of
children to witnessing family violence, and experience
of physical violence at home and corporal punishment
at school. School-based settings provide an important
platform for interventions to reduce and prevent
peer violence; however, such interventions may
benefit from broader violence-prevention initiatives
conducted at the community level.

Toolkit showed the largest decreases in violence.
However, even when adjusting for Toolkit exposure,
vulnerable categories remained at risk of physical
violence from staff; particularly girls, students with
poorer mental health, and students reporting other
forms of violence. Refined targeting and further
support for teachers to approach most vulnerable
students is recommended to improve programme
effectiveness.

Download article [pdf] and baseline evaluation

TRANSITION TO WORK

Download article [pdf]

Youth Livelihoods in the Cellphone Era:
Perspectives from Urban Africa
Porter, G. et al., Journal of International
Development, May 2018

EDUCATION and LEARNING
Measuring Gender Equality in Education:
Lessons from Trends in 43 Countries
Psaki, S. et al., Population and Development Review,
March 2018

Growing evidence shows the prominent role now
being played by mobile phones in African youth’s
efforts to generate new pathways towards more
secure livelihoods, whether within or beyond the
confines of the continent. This study explores youth
phone usage in Ghana, Malawi and South Africa,
drawing on mixed-methods research with young
people aged 9–25 years, in 12 urban and peri-urban
sites. Mobile phone usage, in combination with
other context-based interventions, can support
livelihood initiatives of young people, both as a
conduit for learning about new opportunities and
for contacting potential employers. Such initiatives,
however, need to be linked with enabling policies
to support mobility from areas with labour demand
and with programmes promoting education and
workplace skills training.

Drawing from Demographic and Health Survey (DHS)
data from 43 countries, this review assesses that
female disadvantage in primary school enrolment
has steadily decreased since 1990, with gender
parity in primary school completion and secondary
school enrolment now reached. However, significant
gender gaps variations persist within countries, and
attainment levels remain low for both girls and boys.
Rapid increases in enrolment have also been linked to
overcrowded classrooms and a shortage of materials,
with related negative impacts for learning. Education
policy should address gender-related barriers to
schooling, such as girls’ early marriage, which
persists despite gender parity in education, and tackle
deteriorating learning outcomes.

Download article [pdf]

Download article [pdf]
Implementation of the Good School Toolkit in
Uganda: A Quantitative Process Evaluation of a
Successful Violence Prevention Programme
Knight, L. et al., BMC Public Health, May 2018
The Good School Toolkit, a behavioural intervention
designed by the Ugandan NGO ‘Raising Voices’ is
one of the few rigorously evaluated programmes
aimed at reducing physical violence from school
staff to students. The intervention engaged
teachers, students, administration and parents
in learning activities on alternative non-violent
disciplines. Schools with the most exposure to the

© UNICEF/UN0199237/Shehzad Noorani
During a group meeting, Income Generation Committee show women how to market their
products using a mobile phone, in the village of Assamo, Djibouti, as part of their efforts to help
communities promote income-generating activities.

5

Innocenti Research Digest | Adolescence 10-2018
East African Regional Analysis of Youth
Demographics
UK Department for International Development, May
2018

Young People’s Views of Government, Peaceful
Coexistence and Diversity in Five Latin American
Countries
Schulz, W. et al., International Association for the
Evaluation of Educational Attainment (IEA), April
2018

This report summarizes the socio-economic
implications of youth demographics in 4 East African
Community (EAC) countries: Kenya, Rwanda,
Tanzania, and Uganda. Youth aged 15-34 years in
the four countries is projected to increase from 62
million to 153.4 million, with a consequent increase
of school-age population at primary and secondary
level. The cost of providing basic education is
estimated to more than double in Tanzania and
Uganda between 2015 and 2065. In addition,
population increase is expected to put pressure on
other basic services such as healthcare, housing and
economic infrastructure. Policy recommendations
to turn this youth bulge into a benefit include
investments to accelerate fertility decline, improve
human capital of its youth and generate jobs to
improve living standards.

This study analyses the connections between
democratic attitudes and civic knowledge among
students aged 13-14 years in Mexico, Colombia,
Chile and the Dominican Republic. Adolescents with
stronger civic awareness are on average less likely to
agree with authoritarian ideologies, use of illegitimate
violence, and corrupt practices. In addition, they
are more likely to accept the rule of law, social and
sexual diversity inclusion and to have critical views
of government and political parties. The results
underscore the need to invest in comprehensive
youth-focused civic education and conflict resolution
programmes, to promote peaceful coexistence and
knowledge of democratic institutions.
Download Report [pdf-English]
Download Report [pdf–Spanish]

Download report [pdf]
Download Briefing Note [pdf]
PARTICIPATION AND ENGAGEMENT
She Knows Best: Engaging Girls in Adolescent
Programming
Nehme, R. et al., International Rescue Committee
(IRC) and David & Lucile Packard Foundation, March
2018
Adolescent girls have unique sexual and reproductive
health (SRH) needs, which intensify in humanitarian
settings. The IRC developed a participatory approach
to increase girls’ access to contraception in three
health facilities in the Democratic Republic of Congo.
The project fostered the direct involvement of
adolescents into participatory workshops, monitoring
and mobilization activities. As a result, the number
of adolescents who adopted new methods for
contraception doubled over a 10-month period.
Lessons learned from this project include: using
sexually transmitted infection (STI) prevention as a
key entry point for adolescents in need for other, less
socially accepted, SRH services; engaging adolescent
boys, parents and other influential adults who impact
service access; take into account the latent demand
for comprehensive abortion care services.

© UNICEF/UN013370/Roger LeMoyne
Adolescents participate in UNICEF-supported peace-building workshops at the school in
El Diviso, Narino, Colombia. National data shows that out of 7.6 million people in Colombia who
are registered as victims of the conflict, 2.5 million – or 1 in 3 – are children.

Instrumentalising the Digital: Adolescents’
Engagement with ICTs in Low- and Middleincome Countries
Banaji, S. et al., Development in Practice, April 2018.
This article builds on a recent rapid evidence review
on adolescents’ digital media use and development
interventions in low- and middle-income countries
to examine the contexts of children’s and
adolescents’ access to, and use of, information and

Download report
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© UNICEF/UN0210160/ Dhiraj Singh
Children use computers at the Child Resource Centre in slums of Shivaji Nagar in Mumbai, India. This girl is part of the ‘Safe Communities for Mumbai’ project, run by UNICEF India to protect
children in the most disadvantaged areas of the city. She has been assisting in mapping exercise to mark safe and unsafe zones in her locality.

communication technology (ICT). Noting that only
a handful of studies heed the significance of social
class and gender as major axes of inequality for
adolescents, the article scrutinizes the gap between
the rhetoric of ICT-based empowerment and the
realities of ICT-based practice. It calls for a radical
rethinking of adolescents and development in light
of the actual experiences, struggles, and contexts.

supplemented by practical tools to support reflection
on the ethical use of social media platforms and
social media data.

Download Article [pdf]

WHO Guidelines for Implementing Effective
Actions to Improve Adolescent Nutrition
WHO released guidelines on nutrition-specific
actions required for improving health and wellbeing of adolescents. Nutrition guidance is
provided for: promoting healthy diets; provision
of food supplements in adolescence; managing
acute malnutrition; preventing poor reproductive
outcomes; promoting preconception and antenatal
nutrition; promoting physical activity and prevent
disease.

Download Report [pdf]
RESOURCES

Ethical Considerations When Using Social Media
for Evidence Generation
There are significant ethical implications in the
adoption of new technologies and the production
and use of data for evidence generation. When
using social media to directly engage young people
and their communities, use of technologies and
their resultant data should not be exclusively driven
by short-term necessity but also by the long-term
needs of our younger partners. This paper examines
the benefits, risks and ethical considerations when
undertaking evidence generation: (a) using social
media platforms and (b) using third-party data
collected and analysed by social media services. It is

UNHCR’s ‘Her Turn’ campaign for refugee girls’
education
Refugee girls are only half as likely to enrol in
secondary school as their male peers, even though
girls make up half of the school-age refugee
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population. ‘Her Turn’ is a new multi-media report
which calls for refugee girls’ education to be a
priority.

host workshops on post-rape care. A list of extra
resources is available here.
WHO Standards for Improving the Quality of
Care for Children and Young Adolescents in
Health Facilities
The World Health Organisation has developed a set
of standards for improving the quality of care for
children and adolescents (aged 0–15 years) in health
facilities. Guidelines focus on: ensuring adolescent
and family-friendly health services; evidence-based
clinical care; availability of adolescent-specific
appropriate equipment; appropriately trained,
competent staff.

UNICEF Policy Guide on Children and Digital
Connectivity
UNICEF released a new policy guide on children and
digital connectivity, building on last year’s State of
the World’s Children (SOWC) report. This document
is organized around the 6 action points from SOWC:
access; skills; protection; privacy and identity;
business standards; and government policies.
Training Toolkit for Engaging Male Caregivers to
End Early Marriage
Caregivers, particularly fathers, have a key
role to play in preventing early marriage. The
Danish Refugee Council and Women’s Refugee
Commission have developed this curriculum
to equip humanitarian staff with a step-by-step
roadmap for engaging fathers in being champions
for their daughters’ safety and well-being.

Teenage Pregnancy Factsheet (Available in
English, French, Russian and Spanish)
This WHO web-based factsheet provides
information on the health, economic and social
consequences of teen pregnancy around the world.
The factsheet provides guidance for preventing early
pregnancies and improving reproductive outcomes
for young mothers.

Youth Engagement Toolkit for Post-Rape Care
Together for Girls launched in 2016 the’ Every Hour
Matters’ (EHM) campaign to increase awareness of
the importance of quickly accessing post-rape care.
This toolkit aims to help youth-led organizations to

Insights and Evidence Gaps in Girl-Centered
Programming
In this briefing note, The GIRL Center shares
lessons learned from a recent systematic review
on programming for adolescent girls. The review
finds that multicomponent programmes tend to
outperform single-component ones, and that longer
programme exposure may matter for programme
effectiveness.
The Gendered Impacts of Bullying on Mental
Health Among Adolescents in Low-and Middleincome Countries
This USAID brief draws on a multi-country analysis
of the Global School-based Health Survey (GSHS)
to examine the links between bullying, violence and
mental health among in-school adolescent girls and
boys aged 13–17 years.
Eradicating Child Exploitation: Why a Genderand Adolescent-specific Lens is Essential to
Accelerate Progress
This policy note by the Gender and Adolescence:
Global Evidence (GAGE) programme argues that
it is critical to use a broad lens to identify child
and adolescent exploitation in all its forms, while
systematically disaggregating its underlying causes
and effects by gender, age, disability and other
indicators of social exclusion.

© UNICEF/UN0207237/Michele Sibiloni
Young mother victim of sexual abuse in Ochea village, Rhino camp settlements, West Nile,
Uganda.
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NEWS

Committee on the Rights of Persons with
Disabilities Recommends Prohibition of Corporal
Punishment in New General Comment
The United Nations Human Rights Committee’s
General Comment No.6, article on Equality and
non-discrimination reiterates the obligation of States
Parties to prohibit corporal punishment in all settings
with an added emphasis on minors with disabilities.
Read more on the website of the Global Initiative to
End All Corporal Punishment of Children.

G7 summit – Investing in Growth that Works
for Everyone
This year’s G7 summit was hosted in Canada
from 31 May to 2 June 2018. G7 Ministers
responsible for development cooperation
discussed some of the most pressing global
development and humanitarian challenges,
including advancing gender equality and
the empowerment of women and girls. Key
declarations from the G7 Development Ministers’
Meeting below:
� Gender equality and the empowerment of
women and girls in humanitarian action
� Protection from sexual exploitation and abuse
in international assistance
� Unlocking the power of adolescent girls for
sustainable development

© UNICEF/UN0214240/ Antti Helin
Sent to live with his aunt as an infant when his mother remarried and moved away from their
home in Gleno, a farming town in mountainous Ermera municipality in rural Timor-Leste, this
13-year-old boy experienced a traumatizing experience of violence at the hands of his aunt a
couple of years ago, when she threw boiling water over him, when he asked for food. He has
now returned to school and is living safely with other relatives.

Call to Action to End Child Marriage
On the occasion of the G7 meeting, the Chiefs
of UNICEF, UNFPA and the Global Partnership to
End Child Marriage released a joint statement on
the social and economic costs of child marriage,
calling on G7 Ministers and governments to
take concrete action to end the injustice of early
marriage for girls.

UPCOMING EVENTS
International Conference on Family Planning (ICFP)
ICFP will focus this year on ‘Investing for a Lifetime
of Returns’ and the various returns on investment
that family planning provides, from education and
empowerment to economic growth and well-being.

WHO & GAIN Roundtable on Adolescent
Nutrition
The Global Alliance for Improved Nutrition (GAIN),
together with the World Health Organization, has
co-organized the two-day event ‘Adolescents –
Agents of change for a well-nourished world’,
which brought together country stakeholders,
development partners and private sector actors
working on adolescent nutrition.

Organisers: Bill & Melinda Gates Institute for
Population and Reproductive Health and the Ministry
of Health of the Republic of Rwanda
Date: 12-15 November 2018
Location: Kigali, Rwanda
Registration

Education Under Attack Report
A new report by the Global Coalition to Protect
Education from Attack (GCPEA) highlights the
troubling pattern of attacks on girls in places of
education. Recommendations include a need
to endorse and implement the Safe Schools
Declaration, and maintain safe access to
education during armed conflict.

Girl Up Leadership Summit
Girl advocates from around the world will convene
for the seventh annual Girl Up Leadership Summit.
Over three days, young change-makers will have
the opportunity to participate in leadership training,
learn from influential speakers, engage in skillsbased workshops, and lead an official lobby day on
Capitol Hill.
Organisers: United Nations Foundation
Date: 8-11 July 2018
Location: Washington, D.C., USA
Registration
9
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Global Disability Summit
DFID is hosting a Global Disability Summit to
galvanise the global effort to address disability
inclusion in the poorest countries in the world
and act as the start point for major change on this
neglected issue.
Organisers: UK Department for International
Development (DFID), International Disability Alliance,
Government of Kenya.
Date: 24 July 2018
Location: London, United Kingdom
Registration
Young Lives, child poverty and lessons for the
SDGs
This one day event combines keynote talks and
panel discussions with a ‘World Café’ style
interactive session that provides an opportunity to
share lessons learned in the field of development
and child poverty in LMICs.
Organisers: Young Lives, University of Oxford
Date: 27 June 2018
Location: London, United Kingdom
Registration
International Conference on Child and
Adolescent Psychopathology
The 13th International Conference on Child and
Adolescent Psychopathology (ICCAP2018) will
concentrate on ‘Enhancing resilience in children,
young people and families through innovative
research, prevention and service development’ taking
an integrated global and multidisciplinary perspective.
Organisers: University of Roehampton, Sarawak
Convention Bureau
Date: 6-8 August 2018
Location: Sarawak, Borneo, Malaysia
Registration
XXII ISPCAN International Congress on Child
Abuse and Neglect
The theme of this year’s ISPCAN congress is ‘Child
Protection in a Changing World’. Sub-themes will
include positive parenting, the risks and benefits of
technology, trafficking and exploitation, and violence
against children and adolescents.
Organisers: International Society for the Prevention
of Child Abuse and Neglect (ISPCAN)
Date: 2-5 September 2018
Location: Prague, Czech Republic
Registration

Global Youth Economic Opportunities (GYEO)
Summit
The annual Global Youth Economic Opportunities
(GYEO) Summit convenes more than 550 technical
experts from 50+ countries committed to advancing
the social and economic well-being of young people
globally.
Organisers: Youth Economic Opportunities Network
(YEO Network).
Date: 25-27 September 2018
Location: Washington, D.C., USA
Registration
UNITED NATIONS YOUTH-DEDICATED DAYS
AND EVENTS
The theme of this year’s World Population Day on
the 11 July is ‘Family planning is a human right’,
marking the 50th anniversary of the International
Conference on Human Rights. 15 July is World
Youth Skills Day, 30 July is World Day against
Trafficking in Persons and 12 August is International
Youth Day, focusing this year on ‘Safe Spaces for
Youth’. Adolescent-related UN actions and useful
resources can be consulted on the respective
websites.
ADDITIONAL READING
Other interesting readings selected by our team
(*= not open access).
Special Issue: Adolescent Brain Development:
Implications for Understanding Risk and
Resilience Processes Through Neuroimaging
Research, Journal of Research on Adolescence,
March 2018.
Special Issue: Understanding Sources of Support
for Positive Youth Development, Adolescent
Research Review, March 2018.
Adu Boahen, E. and Yamauchi, C., The Effect of
Female Education on Adolescent Fertility and
Early Marriage: Evidence from Free Compulsory
Universal Basic Education in Ghana, Journal of
African Economies, March 2018.*
Aldridge, J. and McChesney, K., The Relationships
between School Climate and Adolescent Mental
Health and Wellbeing: A Systematic Literature
Review, International Journal of Educational
Research, March 2018.*
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Almagro, L. et al., Lineamientos para el
empoderamiento y la protección de los derechos
de los niños, niñas y adolescentes en Internet
en Centroamérica y República Dominicana,
[Guidelines for the Empowerment and Protection
of the Rights of Children and Adolescents on the
Internet in Central America and the Dominican
Republic], Secretaría General de la Organización
de los Estados Americanos, March 2018.
Asghar, K. et al., Promoting Adolescent Girls’ WellBeing in Pakistan: a Mixed-Methods Study of
Change Over Time, Feasibility, and Acceptability,
of the COMPASS Program, Prevention Science,
April 2018.
Bahamon, M. et al., Prácticas Parentales
como Predictoras de la Ideación Suicida en
Adolescentes Colombianos [Parenting Practices
as Predictors of Colombian Adolescents’ Suicidal
Ideation], Psicogente, March 2018.
Barber, C. and Ross, J., Cross-Cohort Changes in
Adolescents’ Civic Attitudes from 1999 to 2009:
An Analysis of Sixteen Countries, Child Indicators
Research, April 2018.*
Bundock, K. et al., Adolescents’ Help-Seeking
Behaviour and Intentions Following Adolescent
Dating Violence: A Systematic Review, Trauma,
Violence & Abuse, April 2018.*

Morgan, K., Evaluation of ‘Shaping our Future:
Developing Healthy and Happy Relationships’:
Primary Prevention Intervention with Young
Adolescents and Caregivers in Kampong
Cham, Cambodia, Partners for Prevention,
March 2018.
Ndjukendi, A. et al., Détresse Psychologique
et Dimensions Psychopathologiques des
Adolescents en Situation Difficile à Kinshasa
[Psychological Distress and Psychopathological
Dimensions of Adolescents Experiencing
Difficulties in Kinshasa], Neuropsychiatrie de
l’Enfance et de l’Adolescence, March 2018.
Nishio, A. et al., Systematic Review of School
Tobacco Prevention Programs in African
Countries from 2000 to 2016, PLOS One,
February 2018.
Ridwan, R. and Wu, J., ‘Being Young and LGBT,
What Could be Worse?’ Analysis of Youth
LGBT Activism in Indonesia: Challenges and
Ways Forward, Gender and Development,
March 2018.*
Richardson, D., Key Findings on Families, Family
Policy and the Sustainable Development Goals:
Synthesis Report, Innocenti Research Report,
May 2018.

Canelas, C. and Niño-Zarazúa, M., Schooling and
Labour Market Impacts of Bolivia’s Bono Juancito
Pinto, WIDER Working Paper 2018/36, March
2018.

Rotha, B. and Hartnett, C., Creating Reasons
to Stay? Unaccompanied Youth Migration,
Community-based Programs, and the Power
of “Push” Factors in El Salvador, Children and
Youth Services Review, May 2018.*

DeHoop, J. et al., No Lost Generation: Supporting
the School Participation of Displaced Syrian
Children in Lebanon, Innocenti Working Papers,
June 2018.

Self-Brown, S. et al., Individual and Parental Risk
Factors for Sexual Exploitation Among HighRisk Youth in Uganda, Journal of Interpersonal
Violence, April 2018.*

Devries, K. et al., Reducing Physical Violence
Toward Primary School Students With
Disabilities, Journal of Adolescent Health, March
2018.

Singh, R. and Mukherjee, P., ‘Whatever She
May Study, She Can’t Escape from Washing
Dishes’: Gender Inequity in Secondary
Education – Evidence from a Longitudinal
Study in India, Compare: A Journal of
Comparative and International Education,
February 2018.*

Kim, S., Parental Involvement in Developing
Countries: A Meta-synthesis of Qualitative
Research, International Journal of Educational
Development, May 2018.*
Kutscher N. and Kreß L. M., The ambivalent
potentials of social media use by unaccompanied
minor refugees, Social Media + Society, March
2018.

Sully, M. et al., Playing it Safe: Legal and
Clandestine Abortions among Adolescents in
Ethiopia, Journal of Adolescent Health, June
2018.
Ssewamala, F.M., et al., Suubi4Her: a study protocol
to examine the impact and cost associated with

11

Innocenti Research Digest | Adolescence 09-2018
CONTRIBUTORS TO THIS EDITION

a combination intervention to prevent HIV risk
behavior and improve mental health functioning
among adolescent girls in Uganda, BMC Public
Health, June 2018.

Project Coordinator: Emanuela Bianchera.
Contributors: Emma Bell, Emma Haegeman,
Erika Fraser, Anna Parke, Sarah Cobley,
Veronica Martinez Tamayo.

Tanzania Cash Plus Evaluation Team, A Cash Plus
Model for Safe Transitions to a Healthy and
Productive Adulthood: Baseline Report, Innocenti
Research Report, April 2018.

Guest editor: Prerna Banati.

Ward, C. et al., Sexual Violence Against Children in
South Africa: a Nationally Representative Crosssectional Study of Prevalence and Correlates, The
Lancet Global Health, April 2018.

Advisors: Kerry Albright, Prerna Banati,
Valeria Groppo, Tia Palermo, Elayn Sammon.

Winter, F. et al., Gender Equality and the
Empowerment of Rural Girls and Young Women:
Evidence from Young Lives, Young Lives Policy
Brief, March 2018.

Production: Sarah Marchant.

Yakubu, I and Salisu, W.J., Determinants of
adolescent pregnancy in sub-Saharan Africa: a
systematic review, Reproductive Health, January
2018.

Our thanks to the UK Department for International
Development (DFID) for funding this Digest as
part of the research programme: The Social and
Structural Determinants of Adolescent Well-being
(2014-2018).

Design: Mannocchi Design, Rome.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

Xavier, C. et al., Teenage Pregnancy and Mental
Health beyond the Postpartum Period: a
Systematic Review, Journal of Epidemiology and
Community Health, June 2018.*

DISCLAIMER
The findings, interpretations and conclusions
expressed in this Digest are those of the authors
and do not necessarily reflect the policies or views
of UNICEF, DFID or Social Development Direct.
CONNECT WITH US
For more information or to subscribe for Innocenti
Research Digest | Adolescence:
ebianchera@unicef.org
Keep up to date with research and publications at
UNICEF Office of Research-Innocenti on:
Website | Twitter | Facebook

The Innocenti Research Digest | Adolescence is a pilot project.
If you find it useful, kindly respond to the three questions on this LINK (no registration).

The Office of Research – Innocenti is UNICEF’s dedicated
research centre. It undertakes research on emerging or
current issues in order to inform the strategic directions,
policies and programmes of UNICEF and its partners,
shape global debates on child rights and development,
and inform the global research and policy agenda for all
children, and particularly for the most vulnerable. The
views expressed are those of the authors and/or editors.
For rights of reproduction or translation, apply to UNICEF
Office of Research – Innocenti. Short extracts may be
reproduced unaltered without authorization on condition
that the source is indicated. © UNICEF Office of Research

UNICEF OFFICE OF RESEARCH-INNOCENTI
Florence, Italy
www.unicef-irc.org
+39 055 20330

12

florence@unicef.org
@UNICEFInnocenti
2
facebook.com/UnicefOfficeofResearchInnocenti

Research for Children
at Innocenti

